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Last vear the Government took over the
works from the liquidator, and in order to
effect a sale, granted an option to Mr. Vin-
cent, and agreed to make a small advance
to complete a contract for insulators exist-
ing at the time the works were taken over,
and to put the works in order, such advance
to be recouped in the exercise of the option.
The fact that neither the liguidator nor the
option holder was a public accountant is a
technical objection only, and has no real
bearing on the matter. The liquidator is
responsible to the court for the correctness
of his accounts, and the Anditor General has
heen asked to see, on behalf of the Govern-
ment, that the option holders’ accounts have
been correetly kept.

In reference to the State Savings Bank
transfer, the fact that deposits were trans-
ferred with the bank was due to the wording
of our Aet. By this it was directed that
deposits not operated on for seven years
should be ecarried to “Depositors’ Unelaimed
Fund.” A list of the balances was then to
be published in the “Government Gazette”
annually for ten years before any deposit
could he transferred to revenue. Although
claimed by the State before transfer, the
fact that until the expiration of the period
specified, they siill remained deposits, oper-
ated against our claim. However, if even-
tually unclaimed, they will form part of
the bank’s profit, and the State will be en-
titled to its share.

In regard to the Goiden Eagle nugget,
the disposal of the proceeds was governed
hy the terms of the Finaneial Agreement.
On the passing of that Aet the existing pro-
cedure was changed. It must not be for-
gotten that the repayment of all lean ex-
penditure is now covered by the sinking
fund.

Mr. Hall referred to an amount of
£69,000 paid for pensions. Those amounts
were paid under the Act of 1904, As
they were statutory obligations, the Govern-
ment had no option to meeting the claims.
Apart from that, those amounts were re-
duced under the Financial Emergency Act.
The amount is large because there have been
a good many retirements. Men of 60 years
and over have been retired, and eonsequently
they were entitled to fairly substantial pen-
sions. It was felt by the Government that
it would be far better, when retirements were
necessary, to retire men well on in years
rather than vounger men. I think every
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member will agree with that policy. 1 thank
members for the support given the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bil! read a second time.

House adjourned ai 10.30 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MUNICIPAL AND TRAM-
WAY BOARD ELECTIONS.

Mr. SLEEMAXN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is he aware that serious allega-
tions of improper practices have been made
against certain authorities and Justiees in
connection with the taking of absentee votes
at the recent Munieipal and Tramway
Board elections in the North ¥remantle and
Fremantle distriets? 2, In view of the seri-
ous nature of the charges will he have an
inquiry made? 3, If the charges are sub-
stantiated, will he take steps to see that the
people concerned are not permitted to repeat
the offence?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKLS replied:
1, No. 2 and 3, Being unaware of the
nature of the alleged charges, I am unable
to reply to these questions.

QUESTION—BOY SCOUTS’ BUILDING.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH asked the llinister
for Lands: 1, Is lie aware that a wooden
bailding for Boy Seouts is being erceted on
a Class “A” recreation reserve at South
Perth? 2, In whom is the portion of the re-
serve containing this building vested? 3, By
whose permission is the building heing
erected? 4, Is this authorvity competent to
give such permission? 5, {a) Who com-
prises the South Perth Road Board and (b)
who constitute the ecommittee of control of
the Boy Secouts’ organisation in  South
Perth? 6, If applications for sectional inter-
ests can be approved, will he recommend the
granting of a similar site to a South Perth
labour organisation for similar purposes?

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS replicd: 1,
Yes, 2, Sonth Perth Road Board. 3, Sounth
Perth Road Board. 4, This authority has no
power to grant a lease of an execlusive right
of oceupancy, but permission at will does
not seem iInconsistent with the purpose of
the reserve. 5, (a) Pilgrim, H. A. (Chair-
man ; Ryan, M.; Abjornson, G. V.; Hughes,
P. W.. Philp, G. H.; Clydesdale, A. M.;
Vineent, D. F.; Long, H. W.; Gill, F, R
Angel, F.; Stone, P. W.; Harris, C. H. ()
Matters in connection with the building re-
ferred to are controlled hy the South Perth
Scouts and Guides Bwlding Fand Commit-
tee, consisting of—>3r. G. V. Abjornson
{chairman), My, W. E. Forster (treasurer):
Committee: Mesdames M. I. Liggins and
F. Aoore, Misses J. Stowe, E. Higgins and
B. Pother, Messrs. F. Moore, G. D. Brown,
H. Worner, K. Hosking, R. D. Royee. F.
Collett and E. A. Gorham; Mr. S. Royee
{hon. secretary); Mrs. P. L. Perry (hon.
assistant secretary). 6, The reserve is con-
trolled by the South Perth Road Board.

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mit-
chell—Northam) [4.35]: I move—

That for the remainder of the session the
Standing Orders be suspended so far as to

enable Bills to be passed through their remain-
ing stages in one day, and all messages from
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the Leg‘islati\'c Couneil to be taken into con-
sideration on the day they are received.

There are three Bills on the Notice Paper
that will not he gone on with, namely, the
Sale of Yheat Bill, the TEleetoral Act
Amendment Bill and the Industrial Arbi-
tration Act Amendment Bill. I hope the
Tlouse will agree t¢ the motion, which is the
usual one at this stage of the session, and
will considerably facilitate the eompletion
of business.

EON. P. COLLIER (Boulder [4.36]:
This motion is wsually submitted at this
stage of the session. I hope the Premier
will not take advantage of it to put through
new Bills at one sitting, but that members
will be given ample opportunity to discuss
any business it is desired to complete before
the end of the session. There gre three Bills
on  the Notice Paper to he read a
second time, but I do not know the contents
of any of them. I refer to the Land Act
Amendment Bill, the Land and Income Tax
Assessment Act Amendment Bill, and the
Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Aet Amend-
ment Bill. I understand the Attorney Gen-
eral desires to introduee a Bill denling with
anctionecrs’ licenses. He has informed me
of the contents of this measure, and I have
raised no ohjection to it. T hope, when the
Standing Orders are suspended, the Pre-
mier will see that reasonable opportunity is
ziven to members to diseuss the Bills on the
Notice Paper.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mit-
chell—Northam—in reply} [4.38] : Yes.
The Land and Ineome Tax Assessment Act
Amendment Bill is a private measure, de-
signed to provide for a remission of taxa-
tion on gifts in certain cases, I think to un-
employed funds. I presnme we can agree
to that, and T hope the gifts will be made.
The Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Act
Amendment Bill is a continnation measure.

The Minister for Lands: It only amends
the vear.

The PREMIER: The Land Act Amend-
ment Bill will he dealt with this affernoon.
We do not expect members to go on with
Bills without getting an adjournment on
such matters in regard to which they may
think it necessary to make further inquiry.

Question put and passed.
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MOTION—ADDITIONAL SITTING DAY.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mit-
chell—Northam) [4.40]: I move—

That unless otherwise ordered the House
shall meet for the despatch of business on
Fridays at 4.30 p.m., in addition to the days
already mentioned.

I hope the House will agree to mest on
Friday, if necessary, as seems possible.

Question put and passed.

BILL.-SECESSION REFERENDUM,
Remaining Stages.
Report of Committee adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Couneil,

BILL—BILLS OF SALE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Dehate resumed from the previous day.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [4.42]:
The member for Guildford-Midland (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) asked me to say that the
Bill provides all that is required and
deemed to be necessary by the firm of which
he happens to he a director. He has no
objection to its being put through, and sup-
ports the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read & second time.

Remaining Stages.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Council.

BILI—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Beading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Latham—York} [4.45] in moving the
second reading said: It is needless for me
to draw attention to the parlous condition
of the primary industries, partienlarly the
pastoral industry.  Fortunately for this
State the pastoral industry has been estab-
lished at very little cost to our Governmental
financial institutions, and so is very much
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unlike other primary indusiries, If is pro-
posed in the Bill to ask the House to agree
to an extension of the pastoral leases for
34 years. It may seem a very long period
but, unfortunately for us, during the time
when wool and stock prices were high many
pastoral leases changed hands at very high
figures and in that ehanging of hands a good
deal of money was borrowed for the purpose
of completing payments. Besides that—par-
tienlarly does this apply to the eastern por-
tion of the pastoral areas—people came from
the Eastern States and turned leases almost
fully under big stock into sheep proposi-
tions, and spent a great deal of money in
doing so, Their difticulty to-day iz fo con-
tinue financing those lenses. As I said be-
fore, a lot of money bas bheen borrewed
and it is necessary to meet interest pax-
ments and in addition get sufficient monex
to carry on the industry. I do not think
any other industry is in a worse comrdition
than is the pastoral industry to-day. The
price of wool is almost as low as it has ever
been. And that is not the only problem,
for there seems to be no market at all for
the surplus sheep on the stations. It is true
there may be a saleable asset in the younger
animals, but if the younger stock is sold off
it is a question of how to maintain the flocks.
There is certainly no sale whatever for
broken-mouth sheep to-day, and in order to
keep down the stock to the carrying eapacity
of the leases, it is necessary for the pastoral-
ists to destroy many of their sheep. Then,
as thes member for Kimberley will tell us,
the same thing applies to the cattle stations.
Unfortunately, station ewners in the western
part of the Kimberleys are suffering because
it is impossible for them to get a market
for their store eattle. In addition, during
the last few years, the western and eastern
and the sonthern portions of the Kimberleys
have been subject, not only to the eeconomic
conditions prevailing, but also to drought
conditions as well. Probably there has not
heen very many stock lost through starva-
tion, but the pastoralists are unable to mar-
ket their stoek, sinee they are not fit for the
Wyndham Meat Works and are not in suf-
ficiently good condition to send south. So
those pastoralists also are suffering the dis-
abilities both of the economie condition of
affairs and of drought conditions. For the
period of three years ended in 1927, the
average price of wool was 1s. 5d. per b, as
against the three-year period which ended
last year, when the average price was 834d.
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per b, a falling off of 50 per cent. It has
been estimated that the cost of production
of wool varies from 1s. per lb. to 1s. 3d.
per lb, The estimate of 1s. per 1b, may be
considered a very fair basis. If wool costs
1s. per lh, then for every lb. of wool pro-
duced in the North there is a loss of 3%4d.
I am quoting that because I want to tell the
House why I am asking for an extension of
the leases. As to the beef industry, it is
estimated thaf it costs £5 per head on a sta-
tion to breed and rear stock to a marketing
condition. May I say in passing that many
of the new sheep stations known to the mem-
ber for Mt. Magnet were stocked when sheep
were bringing up to £2 per head. The
sale price of ecaitle that have cost £5 per
head on the station to produee and rear to
a marketable eondition, hag been on an aver-
age £3 5s. So there we have a loss of £1
15s. on every head of cattle produced in the
North. Members might say the Government
could give relief in rent. But the pastoral
leuses are totally different from farm-
ing arens the land in which is sold
under conditional purchase, no Crown
grant issuing until the whole of the
money has been pmd. But on pas-
toral leases, every year that goes by with-
out rent being collected means a complete
loss of revenue. And, unfortunately, at
the moment we have fo get every penny we
ean possibly lay hands on. While we might
say that in some instances we will suspend
the rent payment, we are not justified at
the present time in foregoing the whole
of the rent.

Houn. J. C. Willeock: If they fail to pay
rent in one year, it is not wiped off.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Consid-
eration has bheen given, particularly to
stations in the West Kimberley, where it
is impossible to market the cattle; because
on many of those stations there are only
store cattle, and because of the pleurc re-
strictions some stations have got into
such a position that we have had to give
eonsideration to them. But suppose we
say that for two years we will suspend
the rental and spread it over the remain-
ing portion of the lease: the outlook is so
black that I venture to suggest that would
not give any encouragement to the lease-
holders. The capitalisation of many of
those stations is far too high, but the
overcoming of the difficulty is not within
the powers of the House. Some of the
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stati(zrjs were purchased at a figure as high
as £55,000, the sheep ranging in price from
£2 to £2 10s, per head.

Hon. A. McCatlum: Scarcely as much as
that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Well I
do not desire to exaggerate the position.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: I think you are well
at the top.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS, Do not
forget there is the cost of producing, the
wastage that takes place, the cost of ship-
ping and many other things. I believe if
can be said the prices I have mentioned
are on a fairly sound basis. It has been
submitted that 1s. 3d. per lb. is the cost
of producing wool. We in the Agrieul-
tural areas who are not depending entirely
on wool, but are getting some revenue from
wheat only, ean produce wool probably
cheaper than can the pastoralists in the
North, I do not think it can be contended
that any great injury will be done to a
national asset by extending these leases.
It is not going to cost the pewple of the
State anything, and on the termination of
the existing leases no doubt the Govern-
ment of the day will extend those leases
without question. Any Government would
do it. But the point is we cannot afford
at present to allow the excuze to be used
that the term of the lease is so short that
the seeurity is not there for assuring fur-
ther advances to assist the industry. Un-
fortunately that exeuse is offered. It is
offered because it has been suggested that
it is impossible to satisfy overseas share-
holders of eompanies that it is neecessary
still to make further advances to protect
securities already held by those companies.
It will eost the State rnothing, and if it
does give relief to the industry it is worth
while giving it. Becanse I am fearful that
the pastoral indusiry to-day is almost on
the verge of eollapse. As a matter of fact
I know it. T am no pessimist, hut know-
ing the amount of money the industry
owes, and the diffieulty of necessary finan-
eing, I am led to think we have to he very
careful as to what we do. In every dis;
cussion that arises each half year when
the rents are falling due, the Government
are faced with this deelaration: ‘‘Here
vou are. We are paying in more money
in land rents and our security is waning
every day.” And it is perfectly true, he-
cause every half year means a half year
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less of their security. The giving of this
proposed extension will provide finaneial
institutions with greater security and will
give to the pastoralists the backing ihey
need, and so will afford themn encouragement
to carry on. Also it will give to them the
required security, If we were to cousider
the value of pastoral leases to-day, I think
we should find they were very low,
It valued on iheir production basis,
d venture to say they would be very
diffieult to place on any market.
On aeconnt of that grave uncertainty of the
monetary value of the leases, I ask the
House to agree to extend them as provided
by the Bill. The House ean accept my state-
ment that the pastoralists of this State have
very little accumulated wealth., The monev
that has heen made in the industry—and [
candidly admit a great deal has heen made
in the past—has been expemded in many in-
stances, particularly in the North-Western
portion of the State, in additional improve-
ments, with a view fo increasing the earry-
ing capacity of the leases,

Hon. P. Collier: A lot of the money has
not been spent in improvements, but in the
purchase of city property.

The MINISTER FCR LAXNDS: As a
matter of fact, particularly in the North,
much money has heen diverted to other in-
vestments; but, unfortunately, those invest-
ments to-day are of doubtful value, and the
holders are not able to get from them suf-
ficient money to maintain their stations. Men
who formerly spent their summers in the
southern portion of the State are to-day eon-
fining themselves to their properties in the
North; unless the properties are controlled
by compantes. To-day it is not apparent
that there is a likelihood of the revival of
remunerative prices for wool or sheep.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: What about the Ot-
tawa Conference? Was that not going to do
something for the cattle-raisers of Awus-
tralia?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It was
said so. Might I svuggest to the hon. mem-
ber, however, that before we can get any
benefit at all in thai connection, a tremen-
dous amount of capital would have to ne
spent on the erection of chilling works in
this State. We have to compete against such
countries as the Argentine, which places its
beef on the London market chilled I do
not mind telling members that it is very
diffienlt for us to compete in frozen meat.
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It would involve a very big capital outlay
i the erection of chilling works in Aus-
tralia to enable us to compete with the
Argentine. As I said at the commencement
of my speech, this industry is one of the
few industries that have not come along to
the Government asking for monetary assist-
ance. Certainly, a little while ago the Agri-
culturai Bank did make some advances to
pastoralists, but, Iuckily for the State, very
small amounts were advanced.

Hon. P. Collier: What bas happened with
regard fo the money owing in connection
with the Gascoyne scheme?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Only a
very few people benefited there. I think
members will agree that we have rendered
agsistance to the mining industry in the
years when it required assistance. We have
assisted the wheat farmer, the potato grower
and the daivyman, and every other primary
industry, probably with the exception of
this one. The price of wool that I mentioned
also includes the exchange, from 25 per cent.
to 30 per cent. It hag fallen to 25 per cent.
vow. In the interests of those getting the
advantage of the exchange, I say long may
it continue, It is estimated that a sum of
not less than £3,000,000 is owing by the pas-
toral industry. That is a very substantial
smm. Interest on it has to be met, when it
ean be met, and enrrent expenses have to he
paid.

Hon. P. Collier: Who made that esti-
mate? Have we any authorifative figures on
the subject?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I could
not say. That is as near as possible to the
amount.

Hon. P. Coller: That is the figure given
by the pastoralists.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: It was
obtained, as a matter of fact, from ane of
the financial institutions; not from one of
the stockbrokers, but one of the banks.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I would like to have
proof of the figure.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
think the amount would be very far wout,
because I know that when some of the sta-
tions were sold, a very large amount of
capital was provided to finanece the pur-
chase.

Hon. P. Collier: Five millions is a lot.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, but
when you compare it with the amount ow-
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ing by the wheaigrowers of the State, after
all it is not so much,

Hon. P. Collier: The iwo are not com-
purable.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Dealing
with the Bill itself, I am talking of the
prineiples involved. It is proposed to ask
the House to extend the term of the leases
for 34 years from 1948 to 1982,

Hon. P. Collicr: Or 50 years from now.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Why don't yon
make it 99 vears?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
hon, member desires that, I will raise no
objection,

Hon. W. D,
altogether.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member says “give them away,” but nohody
in the House knows better than the hon.
member the state of the primary indunstries,

Hon. W. D. Jolinson: This is not going
lo put them right,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Nobody
is more entitled to the sympathy and help
of the hon, member than these people are.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: It is this kind of
thing that has brought ws to the state we
are in.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T am
satisfied it has not. As I have pointed out,
we have provided no money fo assist the
industry, except the money expended on
public works, and one or two minor works,
such as wire netting fences. I think the
pastoralists are still paying interest on the
money expended on those items,

Hon. P. Collier: How much has been
written off lately?

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: Not very
much.

Houn. P. Collier: How much?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Roughly,
£15,000. The Bill will also apply to any
new eountry faken up. Unfortunately, duwr-
ing the past two years a number of pro-
perties have been abandoned, and I know
that no member of this House would sug-
gest it 15 a business proposition for anyone
to take them up on a lease with 16 years to
run, providing capital to stoek them, and
making improvements in order to carry the
stock,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Other leases have
more than 20 years to run.

Johmson: Give them awsay
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This is
a very important matter from the State's
point of view.

Hon. P. Collier: Where is the new country -
waiting to be taken up?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
are many abandoned properties, and I
vegret to sav that every day move are beiny
abandoned. Particularly does that apply to
the West Wimberley. There are also quite a
numher of new areas available for selection
for pastoral purposes,

Hon. P. Collier: Perhaps the Minister
could, befora the Bill goes through, give us
some information about them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T will
hring a map—provided it ean be returned
to the department—showing the arens,
Some little time ago, in order to discourage
as much as possible the abandoning of pro-
perties—I do not propose to say publicly
for whai reason—I gave instructions that a
map should be prepared showing the nrens
available for selection. A glance at the map
will show members the areas available.

Hon. P. Collier: Are von referring now
to the abandoned properties?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. The
provision that was inserted in the Bill last
year for reassessment of rents every 15
vears has been eontinued in the Bill now
hefore the House. Members will reeollect
that we altered the rents last vear. They
were to be adjusted on a wool-value hasis.
In the case of the Ximberleys, we made a re-
duction of 40 per cent. on one portion and
I think 20 per c¢ent. on another. We also
decided that there should be a re-appraise-
ment of the Kimherley leases during next
vear, 1933, and also 15 years after that.
In the case of the wool growers, there shall
he a re.appraisement 15 vears after 1931,
The re-assessment provisien will be con-
tinned in the amending Bill.

Hon. P. Collier: Were the sheep proper-
ties re-assessed last vear?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, hut
we fixed the rental aceording to the value
of the wool. As the value of wool went up,
we received more: as it went down, we re-
ceived less, provided that it did not get 30
per cent. below the hacis fixed for the rental,
It is proposed, in order that memhers may
know something ahout how the assessments
are made, to lay on the Table of the House
the report of those who make the assess-
ments. It iz also propesed to give pastor-
alists the opportunity of appealing to the
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board. There are instances where the rental
value has been fixed after the lease has heen
gelected, subject to the rental being re-
assessed. In some eases, the information at
the office has not been guite up to date and
it has been found that the renial is unfair.
This provision will give pastoralists the op-
portunity of appealing against that rental.
That applies to new leases as well as to old
leases. Provision is made—and this applies
partieularly to the Kimberleys, where (here
is nothing hut eattle eountry and very little
fencing—that where the stations helong to
companics the management may be assigned
te one person. I think the Act at present
provides that every station shall have its
own manager; but, in order to eut down
expenses, it 15 proposed, of course subjeet
to the approval of the Minister, to permit
companies to have one general manager,
provided that stocking condifions are com-
plied with and the ordinary maintenance
kept up. 1t is proposed to impose addi-
tional improvement conditions with a view
to encouraging the improvement of stock,
particularly in the Kimberleys. The Bill
provides that the Minister may direct that
the stock bhe improved by the building up
of stud stock, hoth in the Kimberleys and in
the North-West, When going through the
Kimberleys one feels convinced there has
been a very great deterioration in the stock
bred there during the past few years. In
order that the station owners there may get
the most out of their properties, it is pro-
posed to encourage the improvement of their
stud stock. The same remark applies to the
sheep stations. Particularly in the South-
West, where fencing and water supplies
seem to have heen very efficiently provided
and maintained, it is intended to encourage
the breeding of hetter sheep. Some of the
stations in the South-West are to-day cut-
ting up to 12 lbs,, while some are eutting only
4 lbs. In order io give them some encour-
agement, the Bill provides for the improve-
ment of flocks hy the improvement of stud
stock.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: More pious hopes!

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: The hon.
member may have an opportunity of seeing
whether they are pious hopes.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It has been talked
of for the Iast 25 years.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Xo one
knows better than the hon. member whether
an improvement has been made in the stock
of this Btate.
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Hon. W, D. Joknson: I admit it has been
mighty slow.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But let
this House set somre example.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: It is the other way
round.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If we
are to encourage the breeding of better
stoek

Hon, W, D). Johnson: You will not en-
courage the breeding of hetter stock by re-
taining large holdings.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
think it could be brought home to the people
in the Kimberleys that a great deal more
fencing is required, that more water sup-
plies are needed, and that the stock omght
to be segregated. The breeding stock needs
to be kept apart from the stock to be mar-
keted. All those things could be done. The
first step is to get the right class of stock
s0 that, when it matures, it will bring a
good price. Even if it is only a pious hope,
let us give it a trial. So far we have not
been able to do anything in that direction.
The improvement conditions proposed are
set forth in the schedule to the Bill. Ii
there is any member who feels that the in-
dustry can be carried on without this assist-
anee, I am sorry for his lack of knowledge.
I do not think any member imagines that
the industry does not deserve the assistance
being asked. Whether we are giving the as-
sistance in the right way or not may be a
matter of personal opinion.

Hon. P. Collier: No doubt the indusiry
needs assistance; all primary industries do,
but this is not going to give it assistance.
It will not enable the industry to get a
higher price for wool or sheep.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But
meanwhile it will eneconrage the provision of
the money required to earry on the indus-
try.

Ton. P. Collier: It will not.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
knowledge I have gained during the last
two years has justified my action in intro-
ducing the Bill. The measure has no poli-
tical significance whatever. If I thought we
could help the industry in any other way,
the Bill could stand over but I know of ne
other way. I ask members, if they bad
money fo invest, would they be prepared to
put in into a security that had only 16
Fears to run?
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Hon. 8. W. Munsie: With the positive
knowledge that the lessees wonld get an ex-
tension when the time comes. Why grant
an extension 16 years before it is due?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am not
sure that an extension would be granted.

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: You said that, what-
ever party were in power, they would ex-
tend the termn of the leases. Would not that
apply to 1948%

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: While
we might possess that knowledge, does the
hon. member realise how difficult it would
he to satisfy people with money to finance
the industry?

Hon. S. W, Munsie: 1 heard that said 15
years ago.

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: This
House agreed in 1917 to a 20 years’ exten-

sion when wool was 1s. 5d. per 1b. The price.

of wool was fixed at that time under the
War Precautions Aet. To-day, and for the
last three years, wool has not averaged 9d.
per Ib.

Hon. P. Collier: That extension was much
more improper than this one would be.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I was
not in the State at the time the extension
was granted,

Hon. P. Collier: 1 was here and I op-
posed it strongly, too. The same tale was
told then.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The same
tale could noi have been told then.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: The same reasons
were given.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Prices
are now down far below the cost of produc-
tion. There was not the capitalisation in
1917 that there is to-day.

Hon. P. Collier: That is so, but I meant
that the same tale was told about the money
to he made available and the improvements
to he effected,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I think
the Leader of the Opposition has had an
opportunity to see the tremendous improve-
ments made there since 1917. If he has not,
his colleagues have. It is true that money
was made available after 1917, not the new
money for which I am seeking to give secur-
ity, bnt the money the industry provided.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It was not the legis-
lation that did that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Even if
this measure were the means of improving
the price, which I know it cannot do, would
not everybody be delighted?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, W, D. Johnson: Do not attribute
the improvements to legislation. They were
due to the increased price of wool,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member has such a thorongh knowiedge of
sheep, wheat and eattle—

HMon. W. D. Jobnson: And I know the
North-West. -

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member is aware of the losses that have been
made by our agrieulturists during the last
few years.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That has no bear-
ing whatever,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
measure will attract sufficient ecapital to
carry on the industry, it will be worth while.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It will not do so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
sorry to hear the hon. member's condemna-
tion. There are members who helieve other-
wise. I am prepared to leave the Bill to
the judgment of the House. Members must
accept the responsibility. 1 honestly believe
in my own mind that the measure will bring
to the industry the renewed confidence that
we desire; it will provide security to con-
tinue the operation of the industry, and it
will attract the wherewithal to earry on the
necessary inprovements so that, even under
present-day conditions, more money may bhe
obtained from some of those areas, particu-
larly from the cattle areas. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time. -

 On motion by Hon. P. Collier, dehate ad-
journed,

BILL—TIMBER WORKERS.
Second Reading,

Debate resumed from the 28th Septem-
ber.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. T.
A, L Davy—West Perth [522]: 1 am
sorry that 1 do not feel prepared to recom-
mend the Honse to pass the Bill. 1 realise
that its object i5 to extend help to people,
some of whom need help, but my objection
is first one of principle, and that is my
dislike to foreing by law the fiction thai a
relationship shall be deemed to exist that
does not, in fact, exist. The object of the
measure is to provide that the relationship
nf master and servant shall be deemed to
exist where, in fact, it does not exist, It



[14 DeceMBER, 1932,]

is true that has been done in the Workers’
Compensation Act and the member for
Forrest has more or less followed the
wording in the amendwmeni made ito that
Act in 1923. That does not seem to me
to be a good reason for doing it in tweo
entirely different measures. [t may have
been right or wrong to do it then, but
that dees not seem to be a good reason
for doing it in other measures. In addition
to that objeetion on prineciple to forcing
a relationship that does not exist, I think
the Bill will not effect the aim of the hon,
member, She quoted to us the judgment
of the Chief Justice and Mr. Justice Dwyer
in the ease of Tuecak v. Milentis, and pre-
sumably she told us the facts of that case
as an illustration of the type of thing her
Bill was designed to alter. The Bill, in my
ppinion, will not in the slightest degree
pffeet the position that arose in the case
of Tueak and Milentis. T think Milentis
wus the prineipal and Tueak the contraetor.
Tucak made a contract whereby Tucak
was to supply Milentix with a eertain num-
her of sleepers at so much per sleeper or
per load of sleepers. Payment was to be
made on the sleepers heing passed, pre-
snmably by an officer of the Forests De-
partment. Tucak was not paid. and he
proceeded against MMilentis in the Police
Court under the Masters and Servants
Aet, and the matter finally reached the
Full Court, What the Full Court held, in
effeet, was that there was no relationship
of master and servant hetween Tueak nnd
iMilentis. The legal velationship, so far
as the evidenee diselosed, was that of ven-
dor and purchaser. In effect, Tucak agreed
to sell so many sleepers to Milentis at so
mueh per sleeper or per load. Therefore
the court held that the Masters and Ser-
vants Aet eould not possibly cover the
position.  This Bill would still leave that
position as it is. Bxeept so far as it may
affect the position of a man who at pre,
gent is decmed to be an independent con-
tractor and thercfore not covered Ly an
award, the result of paszsing the Bill, it
seems to me, will eertainly he to induece
or encourage all persons in future making
gontracts for the supply of sleepers to fol-
Jow the procedure followed in Tueak ard
Milentis; that iz, frame all their contracts
in the shape of a contract for sale on the
onpe hand and purchase on the other hand.
That would entirely defeat any effect that
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this Bill might have. ln order to prevent
that being done, we would have to bring
down legislation more far-reaching than
this Bill is. We wounld have to introduce
a measure similar te the tribute agreement
provisions in the Mining Aet. We would
have to provide that sleepers could only he
purchased on contract and that we would
make for the parties a contract as in effect
we do for the tributers. 8o far as I can
see, nothing short of that would effect the
objeet the hon. member desires. The Bill
is a short one, but the results, if the neas-
ure be passed, may not be so short. Just
where it might lead us, I do not know. 1
aceept the hon, member’s statement. T be-
Jieve it is probably true that there are
people in the timber industry who are be-
ing exploited. = Whenever a shortage of
work oceurs, competition for the little
work offering tends to drive rates down
and down. Unfortunately, in this industry
there are quite a numbet of very new eiti-
zens, perhaps many of them unable to
speak the LEnglish langnage, and some of
them are exploited, I understond, by their
fellow countrvinen who have been here a
little longer than they have been.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

" Hon. 8. W. Munsie: That is so.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I should
like to see legislation that I eould accept
that would prevent it, but this measure
will not do %o, and it has the objeection
that it proposes to foree everybody into
the relationship of master or servant. The
independent contractor in all instances is
to be prevented from operating. Attempts
have been made along similar lines to drive
everyone into the category of employer
and employee. Sometimes the attempts
were made by unions of workers, some-
times by unions of employers, and at other
times by hoth in combination. An effort
was made at one time practically to wipe
out the so-called one-man baker. T think
that if the master bakers and the opera-
tives had their way to-day, the oneaman
baker would he wiped out. Independent
men usually prefer to work for themselves
and, peorsenally, T consider the one-man
baker represents n heaithy safeguard to
the community. T recommend to the House
that the Bill be not passed.
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MRB. WILSON (Collie) [5.31}: I sup-
port the second reading of the Bill, for two
reasons. In the first place, I want to pro-
tect the worker so that he will be able tu
secure his wages and his compensation
under the Workers’ Compensation Aet,
should he meet with an aceideint. Then I
want to proteci the bona fide employer. It
is & matter of common knowledge that there
are unscrupnlous emplovers who are en-
gaged in undereutting in the timber indus-
try and are prepaved to take contracts ai
10s. to £1 a load under what is the gener-
ally recognised price.  Such employers
are to be found all over the eouniry,
and théy get all sorts and conditions
of men who will ent at low prices, even al
10s. a load. TInstances ave quite cummon 1n
the Sonth-West of poor devils who,, after
working for three or fonr months, have been
unable to pet a penny of their wages from
their unscrupulous employers. If the Bill
does nothing beyond protecting the workers
and bona fide employers, it will he a step in
the right direction. If we are not to agrec
to the passage of the Bill, the Attornev
Ueneral should at least give us some lead
indieating how the member for Forrest
(Miss Folman)} should proceed in order to
protect the timher workers.

The Attorney General: I cannot suggest
anything other than suing the employers.

Mr. WILSON: The instance gnoted by
the member for Forrest showed how futile
that course has proved heeause people have
lost more money through taking action at
law. Surely the timber workers should be
protected. Although many of the unserup-
nlous employers do come from foreign coun-
tries, the services of interpreters are avail-
able. But the trouble is that some of them
are not good friends at ail. Tneidentally it
mmny he as well to state that it iz not foreign-
ers only who have taken the timber workers
down. Some of the British and Australian-
horn are the worst seoundrels of the lot.
We had a striking example about a month
#ro.  Sleeper cutters could not scenre their
wages until action was taken in Parliament.
1f the Bill will result in some protection
heing extended to those I have mentioned,
I shall support it.

HON. A. MeCALLUM (South Fre-
mantle) [5.33]: If T understood him cor-
rectly, the Attorney General {ook exception
to the Bill under iwo headings. TFirst of
all, he said that the Bill set out to establish
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the relationship of employer and employee,
of master and servant as between two indi-
viduals, whereas that relationship, in fact,
does not exist. There is no nateral law that
establishes the position of master and ser-
vant. Practically every law that Parlia-
ment has passed has established a position
of which it could be zaid it did not exist.
The relationship betwecn master and ser-
vant is that which the Masters and Servants
Act preserihes. The Act defines the posi-
tion; there is no natural relationship as
sueh. If we are to accept the statement of
the Minister for Lands when he introduced
another Bill, when he said that quite a
number of the pastoralists were merely em-
ployees of financial institutions, we find thal
the relationship of master and servant aectu-
ally applies to them. Yet, according to the
Attorney General, that relationship does
not, in faet, exist. What is the relationship
of master and servant? It is merely what
Parliament sets it out to be. Nothing more
than that is aimed at in the Bill, and the
Bill sets out to do no more than has already
heen done by scores of measures that we
have passed from time to time. The Bill is
not unique in that respect. The Attorney
General, by introducing many such Bills
himself, has established by law what he de-
nied cxisted in fact. That is all that is ai-
tempted in the Bill, and therefore I do not
think the Attornevy General’s argument in
that respect was at all sound. If it were
sound and had to be regarded as vital in
determining the fate of the Bill, quite a
larege percentage of the Bills passed by
Parliament eonld be rejected om the same
ground. The next point the Minister took
was that the wording of the Bill was taken
from the Workers’ Compensation Aet and
that it the provisions were included in the
Bill, the objective songht womld not he
achieved. The reply to that is that the Ar-
hitration Aet has effected the purposes for
whieh it was passed, and that applies with
regard to the Workers’ Compensation Act
to a great extent. Therefore the legislation
has not proved ahortive from that stand-
point. Tf it has not achicved all that was
desired, it has gone a long way towards
raining that end. I think it will be time
enough for the Attorney General to raise the
second point when the results have proved
contrary to our expeetations. If, as be sug-
gosts, the Bill could be cirenmvented hy the
parties establishing the relationsbip of ven-
dor and purchaser, how is it that that course
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has not been adopted to evade the provi-
signs of the other Aects I have mentioned?

The Attorney General: T think it has
bean,

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: It may have been
in isolated instances, but it has not heen
ilone generally. I do not say that the Arbi-
tration Aet and the Workers’ Compensation
Aet have achieved 100 per cent. of their
ohjectives, but if the member for Forrest
were to be suecessful with the operation
of her Bill to the exfent that those two
Aects have proved effective, substantial re-
lief will be afforded respecting evils that
exist to-day. The scecond point raised by
the Attorney General mayv have more foree
than the other, hut I do not eonsider his
objections should warrant the defeat of the
Bill. We should approve of this attempt
to put a stop to the nefarious practices iu.
dulged in now, which the member for For-
rest is attempting to redress under the Bill.
In view of the underlving prineciples, no
sound objection can be taken fo the mens-
ure. If it is found subsequently that the
relationship of vendor and purchaser is
adopted to ecircumveni the legislation, we
may he able to find some other way out of
the difticulty. The fact remains that thai
course has not heen adopted to anyv extent
to defeat the Arhitration Aet or the
Workers’ Compenzation Act, and T am cer-
tain that if it were possible to do so by that
nieans, action would have heen taken in that
direction long ago. Doubtless there must be
some difliculties, otherwize attemnpts wonld
possibly have been made more generally
with that object in view. I think it is worth
while passing the Bill hecause the Attorney
General has admitted that grave injustice
has been worked in the timber industrv.
We are all aware that that is so. I do not
suppose there is one member who has not
had some such instances hrought under his
notice. The Minister was right in saying
that this sort of thing is indulged in largely
amongst foreigners, but that is not exelu-
sively so. An attempt to remedy the posi-
tion is worth while, and as a move in that
direction T supporl the second reading »f
the Bill.

MISS HOLMAN (Forrest—in reply)
[541]: I am naturally very disappointed
to find, after waiting for thre: months, that
the Attorney General has seen fit to recom-
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mend that the Bill be not passed. He sug-
gested that there may be some other way
of getling over the difficulty, and possibly
had the Bill heen dealt with earlier in the
session, we might have had time to adopi
some other course. I still helieve that the
Bill will go a long way towards achieving
what we desire. As pointed out by fhe
wember for South Fremantle (Houn, A. Me-
Callum), the Attorney General's first ob-
jection was that the Bill sought to establish
by law a relationship beween the partics
that does not, in fact, exist. The amend-
ment made some time ago to the Workers
Compensation Aet was with that abjeet in
view, namely, to creaie by law something
that did not exist in fact. The Crown Law
Department was so eertain that a relation-
ship did exist, that part of the expenses sf
an appeal to a higher ecurt was paid hy
the Government. When it was found thas
the higher court would not allow the appenl,
the Workers’ Compensation Act was
nmended to cover sleeper cutters. The At-
torney Ceneral said that the faet that the
Workers’ Compensation Aet was amendad,
was no good reason why the House shonld
agree to the amendment embodiced in the
Bill. For my part, [ regard it as an absn-
lutely sound reason, because we now have
the illogieal position of workers being cov-
ered by the Workers' Compensation Aect,
but net hy the Master and Servants Act
or by the Arbitration Aet. 1t is a fact that
the sleeper cutters are covered by the Work-
crs’ Compensation Aect. At one time the
insuranee companies charged such a high
rate that it was almost impossible to insure
sleeper catters, and the State Insurance
Ofiice took over that form of risk.  The
men are now insured hy that office, and that
fact is made clear when we see the amounis
that have been paid in settlement of eom-
pensation c¢laims. The Attorney General
considers that the Bill will not affeet the sit-
vation. He also said that the Bill wenld
not affect a position sueh as that which
arose in the ease of Tucak v. Milentis.
That is 8 very grave injustice, and we should
by some means alter the position that exists,
Milentis has not yet been paid. A grave
injustice is heing done by reason of the fact
that the workers do not get the benefit of
other Acts in addition to the Compensation
Act. The Attorney General said that the
Bill would still leave the position as it was,
and also that the results may not be as short
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as the Bill. It will be curious if the posi-
tion is fo be retained as it is and there also
remains a doubt as to the resnlt.

Hon. P. Collier: It cannot go to further
lengths and still goes nowhere.

Miss HOLMAN: The Attorney General
also said that the independent contractor
would be prevented by the Bill from operat-
ing. So the position will not remain as
it is in that direction also. I do not believe
that the independent contractor will be pre-
vented from operating. Anyway, I do not
care about the independenl contractor; he
can look after himself. The man I am con-
eerned about is the worker who is forced
to eut sleepers at any rate, the man who has
no award rate under which to work, the man
who eannot get his money, not even by go-
ing to the eourts. I want some hold over
the independent contractors; I want to stop
them from exploiting the men who are cut-
ting sleepers. The position at present is
that a man has to cut sleepers for a rate
that wil! not let him earn the basic wage,
and if he ean get two loads of sleepers per
week he still cannot earn that wage. That
position has been going on for months. It
iz true also that some of these contractors
are forcing men to pay their own insurance
rates. Faney £1 18s. for a load of sleepers
with nothing allowed for compensation!
Imagine men-having to work for such a rate,
and being exploited by independent confrac-
tors. Storekeepers have been carrying the
sleeper cutters for a considerable time and
in many cases they have not had anything
from the cutters who have not the money
with which to pay. The hewer has always
been recognised in the industry as a piece-
worker; he has never been recognised as a
contractor. The man who actually cuts the
sleepers in the bush does not own those
sleepers. Royalty has to be paid to the per-
son who owns the land from which ihe
sleepers are cut. The position to-day is that
all these men are being exploited; we have
no protection for them, and the Minister is
taking up the position that because the Bill
does not exactly fit in with his legal ideas,
it should not be carried by the House. As
the member for South Fremantle said, quite
a number of Bills that have been brought
down have not fitted in with the ideas of
the Attorney General; eongequently I do not
think one more will make very much differ-
ence. At any rale, I would be willing to
make a test. This is not a new idea; it was
put into operation when the Compensation
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Aect was amended in 1923 by the present
Premier who was then in power. My pro-
posal is an amendment of certain Aets and
it will bring the men in guestion under the
title of “workers™ and “employed” under
those Acts. Thai is not teo much to ask.
It might be the view of the Attorney
General that this is a new departure; he
says that it is a departure from the legsl
definition of master and servant. All the
same, these unfortunate workers must he
protected and the House should not be afraid
to make the departure from what the Attor-
ney (General says is the recognised legal posi-
tton. But the time is =o late, that even if
I were to agree with the Attorney General
that the Bill will not cover the whole posi-
tion, we would not have the opportunity te
do anything else. Again I point out that
Parlinment in 1923 approved of this prin-
ciple, and as 1t approved of the principle
that the claims of timber workers and piece
workers in the industry with regard to com-
pensation should be safeguarded, then I see
nothing dreadful in the House agreeing to
my request to safeguard the rights of those
people when it eomes to a question of getting
for them the money that they have earned.
It is logieal for Parliament to widen the
principle so that these men can be assured
of receiving the money that they have earned.
The position bas been made qguite ¢lear by
the judgment that I quoted, and referred to
by the Attorney General, the case of Elof
versus Lewis and Reid. I am advised that
the Bill will cover any case such as that.
T'hat is what we want to do. The actual
worker is the man I want to protect, not
the independent contractor. If it has been

found that the law reguires to he wid-
ened or improved in its relation to
certain  people, then we should not
hesitaite fo  widen or improve it.

That is the reason why Sir James Mitchell
sceured in 1923 the amendment to which
I have referred. This is an industry which
has been exploifed by newcomers, by sub-
contractors and Wy indepcendent contract-
ors, and it bas even been exploited by svme
of the recognised employers. In days gone
by we have never been able to get much
more than the employers were forced by
law to give us, but in connection with the
part of the industry to which the Bill re-
fers there is no law, The peculiarities of
the industry and the gvave hardship and
the tragedy of leaving these workers with-
out legal rights, in the case of injury, led
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to Parliament in 1923 altering the law.
That law expressly provided thai these
men were to be re-created as workers un-
der the Workers! Compensation Aet. There
is no logieal reason in the world for Par-
linment to say that so far as the rights
of compensation are concerned, these men
are workers within the meaning of the Aet,
but so far as the rights of wages are con-
cerned, they are not workers within the
rdeaning of common law.  To make 'the

position logieal and equitable, the Bill is sub-
mitted,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a sceond time,

Iu Committee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chair; Miss Hol-
man in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Certain persons engaged in
the timber industry to be deemed workers
and employers and to be parties to con-
traets of service:

Miss HOLMAN: I move an amendment—

That in line eight of Subclause 1, after the
word ‘‘him,’’ the following be inserted:—
‘“Whether by contract of serviee or contract
for services® be insertesd.

This will improve the Bill and give me the
seope 1 require,

Amendment put and passed: the clause,
as amended, agreed to,

Clause 3, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment and
the report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transinitted
to the Counetl,

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT FURTHER AMEND-
MENT (No. 1),

Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resump-
tion of the debate from the 28th Septem-
ber on the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In Committee,

Ar. Richardsen in the Chair; Mr, H, W,
Mann in charge of the Bill

Clause 1—Short titte:

The PREMIER: Clause 2 of the Bill as
distributed to-day is to take the place of
Clause 2 of the hon. member’s Bill as orig-
inallv introduced. The idea is to exempt
from taxoation land held for certain pur-
poses. The clause as originally worded
would not have achieved what was re-
quired, In the Bill as presented to mem-
bers this afiernoon the necessary altera-
tion hns been made. This will necessitate
amending the Title of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: That can be done if
the elause is negatived.

('lanse put and negatived.
Mr, H, W, MANN: T move—

That the following be inserted to stand as
Clause 1:—*¢This Aet may he cited as the
Land and Tncome Tax Assessment Aet Amend-
ment Act (No. 1), 1932, and shall he read as
one with the Land and Income Tax Assess-
ment Act, 1907-1931, as reprinted in the Ap-
pendix to the Sessional Volume of the
Statutes for the year 1924, and as amended
by the Land and Income Tax Assessment Act
Amendment Act, 1930 (No. 42 of 1930), and
the T.and and Tneome Tax Assessment Act
Amcendment Aet, 1931 (No. 42 of 1931), here-
inafter referred to as the principal Aet.”’

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Title as now
propounded by the member for Perth is
the whole Bill. From what sourece did he
get it?

My, H. W. Mann: From the Crown Soli-
citor.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This is the first Bill
I remember wheve the short Tifle amends
so many Aects. I suppose it is all right,
but it i# far from heing clear.

New clanuse put and passed.

Claunse 2—Amendment of Subseetion 1 of
Section 10:

The CHAIRMAX: The same procedure
had hetter be followed in regard to this
clause.

Clauze put and negatived.
Mr. H. W, MAXX: T move—

That the following be inserted fo stand as
Clause 2:—*“Subsection one of section ten of
the prineipal Aet is amended by inserting
after the word ‘occupied’ in line thirteen of
paragraph (e) the words ‘or held.’ ™’
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I am sorry the pecessity has arisen for
treating the Bill in this manner, but I have
for a long time been trying to get the meas-
ure through.

Hon, P. COLLIER: This is a most ex-
traordinary procedure. The hon. member
brings down a Bill of two clauses. He with-
draws the first, the short Title, and substi-
tutes another, and when we come to the re-
maining clause, that also is withdrawn and
replaced by something entirely new. It is
a new Bill aitogether. I do not know if
there is anything in the faet that this is the
first day on which the Standing Qrvders have
been suspended, thus enabling the hon. mem-
ber to put through these new proposals. 1
have not had an opportunity to look at the
amended clauses.  Has the hon. member
been waiting all these months until the pres-
ent oceasion in order to hring in a new Bill?

Mr. H. W. Mann: I assure you it is all
right.

The Premier: I am afraid I am the cui-
prit in this case.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Had I thought we
were going to have a new Bill, I should have
wanted to discuss it on the second reading.

The Premier;: The new Bill achieves the
same object, but in the right way.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have not yet had
time to satisfy myself on that point.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. H. W. MANN: Before the tea ad-
journment we negatived the clause with a
view to inserting other words.

Hon. P. Collier: Which of your two Bills
are you on now?

Mr. H. W. MANN: I have already moved
the new clause to stand as Subclanse 2.

Hon. P. Collier: 1 take it that is in the
new Bill.

New clause put and passed.

Title:

Mr. H. W. MANN: T should like the Title
to be negatived, so that I might move an
amendment.

Title put and negatived.
Mr. H W. MANN: T move an amend-
ment—

That the foliowing be inserted as the
Title:—‘*An Act to amend Subsection 1 of
Section 10 of the Land and Ineome Tax
Assesement Aect, 1907-1931.7°

Amendment put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Bill reported with amendments and an
amendment to the Title, and the repor¥
adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY ACT
AMENDMENT.

Received from the Council and, on motion
by Mr. Sampson, read a first time,

As to Second Reading.
Myr. SAMPSON: I move—

That the sccond reading be made an Order
of the Day for the next sitting of the House.

Question pnt, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . . .o )
Noes .. . .. AR i
Majority against . 13
AYES,
Mr., Aungelo Mr. McLarty
Mr. Barnard Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Brown Mr. Patrick
Mr. Doney Mr. Piesse
Mr. Ferguson M. Sampson
Mr. Keenan Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Lindsay Mr. Grifliths
(Peller.)
NoEs.
Mr. Church Mr. North
Mr. Collier Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Coverley Mr. Panton
Hon. J. Cunningham Mr. Parker
Mr. Davy Mr. Scaddan
Migs Holman Mr. Sleeman
M; Johnson AMr. F. Q. L, Smith
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Thornh
Mr. Latham Mr. Wansbrough
Mr, J. I. Mann Mr. Wells
Mr. Marshall Mr. Willgock
Mr. M«Callum Mr, Withers
Mr. Mllitngton Afr. Wilson
Mr. Munsie (Teller.)

Question thus negatived.
Mr. SPEAKER: The Bill is dead.

BILL-LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Second Reading.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [7.42] in mov-
mg the second reading said: The Bill pro-
vides that from an income tax assessment
there may be dedueted gifts of £1 and up-
wards proved to the satisfaction of the Com-
missioner to have heen made out of the ac-
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cessable income derived during the vear in
which the gifts are made to any fund es-
tablished for the reliel of perzons in ncces-
sitous eircumstances, or for {he purpose of
constructing, supporting or maintaining a
public hospital in any part of the State. The
amentment is really an addition to Section
31 of the Land and Tucome Tax Assessment
Act, and the passage of ihe Bill will remove
an inconsisteney as hetween the State Act
and the Federal Act. Section 23 of the
Federal Aet reads as follows:—

[n ealeulating the taxahle income of n tax-
payer, the total assessable incowe derived by

the taxpayer shall be taken as a basis and
from it there shall be deduried

(h) (ii) yifts of £1 and upwards made out
of the assessable income derived during the
year in which the gifts are made to public
charitable institutions in Awustralia

‘“Public charitable institution’’ means a
public hospital, a public benevolent institu-
tion, und includes & public fund established
amndl maintained for the purpese of providing
money for such institutions or for the relief
of persons in neeessitous circumstances.’’

I quote that to show the ahzence of such
provision in the State Aet. It amounts to an
anomaly as between the twn Acts. The Bill
is of one elause only, hut it contains a prin-
c¢iple that shonld be inserted. T.ast wear the
second reading stage of this Bill was reached,
but on acconnt of sickness towards the close
of the session T was unable to proceed with
it. It is important that T should peint ont
that no additional work in the wav of check-
tng will be required if the amending Bill
is passed, bhecause at present, as I have in-
dieated, the provision is in the Federal Act,
and therefore there will he no additional
clerical work to be done. The amount te he
dedueted in this way may not be large, but
the efiect of the measure, T submit, would he
to encourage the free giving to funds for
charitable purposes. The needs of the un-
emploved are considerable, and they arp
actually the persons referred to in the Bill
as heing in necessitous cicumsfances, In the
opinion of many people, the trend of mod-
ern finanee and legislation is to dry up and
kill the charitable zpirit. From the cold
business aspeet, T submit it will pay the
Government te approve of this measure be-
cause, as I have said, it will have the im-
mediate effect of encouraging people to help
those who for the time being are unable to
help themselves. It has been noticeable in
the “West Australian” recently to what an
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extent private charity is declining. If
amonnts are given by people for the relief
of the unemployeld, those amounts should be
treated as deductions and  brought under
Section 31 of the Land and Encome Tax As-
sessment Act.

Mr. Kenneally: Would the hon. member
support the proposal to exempt the amount
from the other provision when we move it?

My, SAMPSON: The Bill does not affect
the Financial Emergency Aci. I am afraid
T did not eateh the hon. member’s interjec-
tion. The Bill is more than 5 gesture: it is
a definite encouragement for people to help
those temporarily unable to eare for them-
selves, Gn looking up the records, I find
that in 1920 the Premier secured the passage
of a Bill on somewhai similar lines, and 1
appland him for it. The proposed Bill is
introdaced in a similar spirit. I believe
members generally will support it. 1 have
no desire to lahour the matter. I trast the
Government will give their approval to the
Bill and allow it to become law thereby giv-
ing taxpavers that consideration whieh is
already given to them by the Federal Act.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a secvond time.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mit-
chell—Northam) [7.48]: I hope the result
of the Bill will be what the hon. member
anticipates. I do not know, however, that
it will encourage private giving; but if it
will encourage people to help those in neces-
sitous circumstances I think we ought to
approve of it. I would point out that the
deduction ean only be claimed if the money
ig puid to a fund established for the relief
ol necessitous persons. The Bill will bring
our Act into line with the Federal Act.
I sincerely hope it will he the means of
seenring donations to the funds mentioned
hy the hon. member, but I doubt it. In
order that people may be encouraged to
give to these funds, I have no objection to
offer to the Bill

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [7.56]: It
does not seem to me very reasonable that
people who are intending to give one pound
to charity—

Alr. Sampson: That is the minimum.

Mr. SLEEMAXN: It does not seem to me
they will withheld their pound simply be-
ecause the Bill brought down by the member
for Swan is not passed. Tt strikes me that
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the ]51011. mewmber is inconsistent. His ob-
ject 15 to grant relief to the man with money
who is intending——

The Premier: To give it away.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes. Of course, I ap-
plaud the man who gives to charity, but
the other evening, when we were endeav-
ouring to provide for exemptions for people
oun sustenance, the member for Swan did
not whole-heartedly support our efforts. He
supported the taxation of men on susten-
anee, and now he comes along with this Bill,
While I do not actively oppose the Bill,
I do not think it will do much good. I am
inclined to think the average man who is
disposed to give £1, or even £5, to charity,
does not consider whether he ¢an claim the
amount as a deduction from his taxable in-
come. He gives the money out of goodness
of heart. 1 do not think the Bill will get
the member for Swan very far.

ME. EENNEALLY (East Perth) [7.52]:
As the Premier has pointed out, there will
he no exemption unless the amount is paid
into a4 fund. The usual donation of £1 is
very seldom paid into a fund. The prin-
ciple by which the hon. member is actuated
in introducing the measure is a good one, but
it would have been better if the hon. mem-
her eould have seen his way fo support the
proposal for the graoting of actual relief
to men on sustenance. This is a Bill to grant
relief to men who have money. The hon.
member had the opportunity of voting for
relief for men who have not got money. I
cannol quite understand 2 man who will vote
for taxation to be levied on a married man
receiving £2 1s. per week, and at the same
time vote for the exemption from payment
of income tax of donations given by the
wealthy to assist the poor, who, after all arc
their victims. I approve of the principle of
the Bill. If we can get more donations for
charitable purposes from people who have
money to give, it will he to the benefit of
the State. If a measure such as this offers
some slight induneement—I do not think it
wili—for people to give because they will
not have to pay taxation on the amount
given, T will support it.

HON. M. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet)
{7.54]: Tt is extraordinary that we should
be called upon to discuss a measure of this
kind at this late hour of the session. The
Bill provides that gifts of £1 and upwards
to charitable funds or public hospitals shall
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he deducted from the taxable income of the
donor when assessments are made for in-
ecome tax payments. I do not think it will
bring one more gift to such funds. People
do not give donations because they ean
claim them as deduetions from their income:
that uever oceurs to them., They give be-
cause they have the heart and mind to do so.
They would not give for any other purpose,
eertainly not because they wounld save a frae-
tion of a penny on the income tax which
they have to pay.

Hon. P. Collier: They would neot think
of it,

Hon. M. F. TROY: Exactly: I like to
encourage charity, but I wonld not vote for
a speecinl Aet of Parliament o encourage it.
The Bill is ridienlons and petty. I do not
think it will in the slightest degree encour-
age people to give, heeause they do not give
for those reasons.

Hon. P. Collier: How much would a per-
son save—ahout 2d. a year on £10.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Tt is a proper thing
for people to give money to charity from
goodness of heart. To that extent they re-
duce the ¢laims made on the State, and
they ought to be enconraged. But this meas-
wre will not have the effect anticipated. At
any rate, why should we stop at £1% There
are thousands of people who give 2s. 5s,
and ls. to various funds. Why should they
not he considered? '

Hon. P. Collier: T should say the bulk
of the money contribhuted to funds is made
up of shillings, not pounds.

Hon. M. F. TROY : Of course it is. Most
of the funds are made up of small amounts,
It is ridieulous to bring in a Bill of this
kind at this late hour of the session. The
hon. member has laboured all the session,
and this is what he has brought forth.

Hon. P. Collier: It is a real Swan Bill

Hon. M. F. TROY: Yes. It will not
bring one solitary penny more to the funds,
because people do not give money away with
the idea of deducting it from their assess-
able income. If a person did, it would do
him no good. He gives because it does him
zaod. He feels an inward glow beeause he
has done the right thing. Fle might have
thrown it away, or given it to & wrong ob-
jeet. While I do not oppose the Bill, |
think it is hardly the type of legislation to
brihg down to Parliament,
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Question put, and a division faken with
the following result:—

Aves .- .. -2 |
Noes .. .. Lo 20
Majority for .. 4
AYVES.
Mr. Angelo Mr. McLarty
Mr. Rarnard Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Browa Mr. Munsie
Mr. Davy Mr. Parker
Mr. Doney Me. Patrick
Mr, Ferguson Mr. Piesse
A Griffabe Mr. Richardsou
Mr, Keenan Mr. Sampson
Mr. Latham Alr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Liodsay Mr. ‘Thorn
Mr. H. W, Manmn Mr. Wells
Mr. J. I Mann Mr. North
(Telter.)
NoEs.
Mr. Church Mr, Nulsen
Mr. Collier Mr. Panton
Mr. Coverley Mr. Sleeman
Hoa. J. Cunningham Mr. F. C, L. Smith
Miss Holman Mr. J. H. 8mith
Mr. Johnson Mr. Trovw
Mr. Kepneally Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Marshall Mr, Willeork
Mr. MeCallum Mr. Withers
Mr. Millington Mr. Wilson
(Teller.)

Question thus passed,

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Mr. Angelo in the Chair; Mr. Sampson
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Amendment of Section 31:

Hon. M. F. TROY: T move an amend-
ment—

That the words ‘‘one pound and upwards’’
be struck out with a view to inserting the
word ‘‘money.”’

Thousands of people cannot afford to give
one pound, but they give shillings, and they
should receive consideration.

The Minister for Lands:
would net be paying tax.

The PREMIER: The amendment would
involve a tremendous number of calenla-
tions and munch confusion in the Taxation
Department. 1 do not know that the tax-
paver wonld reeceive much relief if allow-
ance were made for very small amounts.
No deduction should be made for less than
£1.

Mr. KEXNEALLY: If a person who
could not afford to give £1 contributed vari-
ou- amounts of 10<. or 15s., iz it not de-

[913

Such people

2445

sirable that he should receive a deduction?
He may be giving more in comparison with
his means than the man who gives a large
sum.

The Premier: FHe would get a deduction.

Mr. KENNEALLY : Not unless the
amendment he agreed to. Members on the
Government side opposed expmption from
taxation for sustenance men, and T expeet
them fo oppose this amendment. The pro-
ceeds of the cancer appeal consisted largely
of the small donations of the many.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. P. COLLTER : Subelanse 2 seeks to
make the measure operative from the st
July last. Taxation returns had to be sub-
mitted by the end of July or August, and
this provision would necessitate the Taxa-
tion Department amending assessments.

AMr. SAMPSOXN: Subelause 1 shows that
the amounts will affect the assessable income
during the wyear. As we are now in the
financial year 1932-33, returns for this year's
income will not he put in till next year,
when any suwch donations will be allowed
for.

Hon. 5. W. MUNSIE: If the clause be
agreed to in its present form, it will enahle
people to include any donations made since
the 1st July of this year.

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to,

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—METROPOLITAN WHOLE MILE.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 8th December. Mr.
Richardson in the Chair: Minister for, Agri-
culture in charge of the Bill.

The CHATRMAN: Progress was reported
on Clause 6, which relates to the constitution
of the hoard.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSOXN: I
amendmeni—

That in line 1 of Subelause 2 the word
“*seven” he strock ont,

move an
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If the amendment be agreed to, 1 shall sub-
sequently move to insert the word “threce”
The clause relates to the constitution of the
board, which is to consist of seven members,
one of whom is to represent the consumers.
four to represent the dairvmen, and two the
vendors. Sueh a large board is unneces-
sary, and is not representative of the inter-
ests really involved. T vecognise thar the
producers and the consumers should have
an equal say in the work of organising and
administering matters concerning the whole
milk industry; otherwise it would he pos-
sible for one section to have power to ex-
ploit the other. The eost of distribution
and administration should be on the most

economical basis possible, and the work
that the board will be ealled upon to
do should not require seven members.

If my amendment be agreed to, ! propose
that there shall be one representative of
the producers and one of the consumers,
with an impartial chairman to be selected
by the Government.

Mr. MelLarty: How will the preoducers’
representative be appointed?

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: I do not think
it necessary to go to the expense of elect-
ing a representative, and 1 would prefer
to place the responsibility divectly on the
producers themselves to swggest nawmes (o
the Minister. | would he prepared to
leave in the hands of the Government of
the day the task of selecting o representa-
tive of the producers from those suggested
by the producers themselves. I would leave
to the Goevernment, too, the task of seleet-
ing a truly representative perzon to laok
after the interests of the consumers, and
of seeuring the services of the best man
or woman available as chairman, {o aect
as arbitrator when differences arose he-

tween the remaming members of the
hoard
Mr. J. MacCallom SMITH: 1 agree

with what the member for Guildford-Mid-
land has said regarding the board being
too large, but 1 think he has gone to the
other exireme. A membership of ihree
would not be sufficient, because oceasions
may arise when members of the hoard
would be absent, and it would be inpos-
sible to carry on the bunsiness. Tater on
T shall move with the object of securing
a board of five members.

Amendment put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON;: I move an
amendiment—

That the word ‘“three’’ be inserted in ligm
of the word struck out.

Mr. J. MaeCallum SMITH: I move an
amendment on the amendment—

That the word ‘‘five’’ be inserted in Heu
of *‘three.”’

b

1L my awendinent be agreed to, I propuse
that two ol the members shall be repre-
sentative of the consumers, two of the
dairymen, and one to he appointed by the
Governor as chairman, T have made pro.
vision in subsequent amendments that T
shall move, that the consumners’ representa-
tive shall not be cengaged or interested in
the production or vending of milk, and
that the representatives of the dairvinen
shall not he engaged in the vending of milk,
either wholesale or retail, while the chair-
man shall not be engaged or interested in
the production or vending of milk.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I hope the amend-
ment moved by the member for Guildford-
Midland will be carried. The price-fixing
board which functioned in thi, State con-
sisted of threc members and nat five or
seven, 1f we take the necessary steps to
have the {wo parties mostly concerned ve-
presented, consistent with the fewer num-
ber vou have on the board, the hetter amd
the meore effectively will the work be done.
Why do we invariably reduce large gath-
erings into small gatherings! Because we
know that with the smaller number it
will be possible to get the work dine. The
time has come when we should have a sys-
tem to ensure that the producer of wmilk
will get a fair return. At the same tine
we should wmake provision fo see that the
consumer is not exploited with regard to
price. The most successful way by which

" that can be brought ahout iz to have =»

board of three, one representing the com-
sumers one the producers and the third
an independent chalrman. A board of five
will not work as effectively az a hoard of
three.

Mr. MeLARTY: I hope the amendment
moved hy the member for Guildford-
Midland will not be earried. At the same
time, T am not taken with either of the
amendments. I would prefer the board to
remain as was proposed originally, bui
knowing that T eannot get what T want
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I will support the amendment moved by
the member for North Perth, Tt is ne-
cessary that the producers should have as
wide representation as possible. It isonly
reasonable that hoth producers and eon-
sumers shouwld have adequate representa-
tion and if we bhave only one prodncer
from the outside districts, dissatisfaction
will be caused.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: In boards of this
deseription the smaller the number the
better will they funetion. T understand that
in thiz election one producer is to have
one vote. Kighty per cent. of the milk
consumed in the metropolitan area is pro-
duced in the metropolis, but the bulk of
the owners are outside the metropolitan
area, If it comes to one voie for one
dairvman  to elect a single represen-
tative, the hoavd will be elected by those
dairyman who produce only 20 per
cent. of the milk. If there are to be two
to represent the producer and a similar num-
ber to represent the consumer, T hope the
Minister will agree that one shall be from
within and the other from outside the
17-mile radins. In suggesting that, I am
giving away a lot. There is the probability
that the twe would be elected from outside
the 17-mile radius and those who supply
80 per cent. of the milk would be without
representation.

Mr. WELLS: T oppose the amendment to
reduce the number to three because the com-
mittee would then be teo small. On the other
hand, seven is too many to be workable with
advantage. T prefer the number suggested
by the member for North Perth. I alse
agree with the snggestion made by the mem-
her for South Fremantle as to the method
of election. It would be unfair for those
within the 17-mile radius o be out-voted hy
those outside the metropolitan area.

Mr., SAMPSON: I like the compromise
stuggested by the member for South Fre-
mantle. A board of three would not be
workable; five would be satisfactory, and it
would be possible to give representation to
the various interests,

My, MILLINGTOX : I favour the amend-
ment moved by the member for North Perth.
Although there are 6,500 cows registered
within the 17-mile radius, the fact remains
that with a fewer number of eows there are
many more owners in the other zone, and
it it came to a vote unquestionably the outer
zoite would prevail. When it comes to a
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guestion of allering the existing system, at
least five men will he required to consti-
tute the board. There will be plenty of work
for the five to do.

Mr. BROWN: T intend to support the
amendment moved by the member for North
Perth. There is, however, a danger in it.
The whole control may devolve upon the
ehairman, as the other {wo parties are not
likely to agree upon everything. At any
rate the chairman will require to be a really
impartial man,

Hon, W, D. JOHNSON: The Bill is de-
signed to effect a reorganisation in the dis-
tributien of milk. We do not want te pass
a meusure for the settlement of the differ-
ences hetween two warring sections of the
producers, but becanse there are two factions
amongst the producers, and in order to pla-
cate them, it is now proposed to burden
the administration with a duplication of re-
presentation. The Bill does not regulate the
production of milk, but is designed to organ-
ise the marketing of the preduct. The pro-
ducer is mnot getting a fair return for his
labour and the consumer is paying too much
for his milk. Those members who are in-
clined to aceept the proposal of a board
of five, will be loading up thz administra-
tion with burdens and responsibilities rela-
tive to the settlement of the differences of
the producers. Let the produeers seitle their
own differences from within, and let one man
represent them as a whole and one repre-
sent the consumers. All the energies of the
members of the board will be required to
see that milk is distvibated in such a way
as will effeet the necessary economic changes,
and they will not have any time for the set-
tlement of internal disputes. If the hoard
is overloaded, the organisation will be ruined.
if the hoard iz limited to three members
there can be no crossfiving of interests,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I hope the amendment moved by the mem-
ber for North Perth will be agreed to. If
I have to appoint the board, I will see that
two representatives of the producers are
chosen so tha't one will come from the met-
ropolitan area and the other from the coun-
try districts. Later on in the Bill provision
iz made for the declaration by the Minister
of dairy areas. If there are two producers
tepresentatives, two dairy areas will be de-
clared and one man chosen from each. The
Minister would always act on the advice of
the beard as to the definition of those areas,
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which would insure that they were fairly
and equitably defined.

Hon, W. D. Johnsen: Hew would you
deal with the gonsumers?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The present boundaries may be unsuitable,
and it would be wrong at present to de-
clare that those should be the dairy areas
from which the representatives of the pro-
ducers had to be selected.

Hon, M, F. TROY: The representation
suggested by the member for North Perth
15 the fairest in all the cireumstances. The
hoard would, at any rate, be well balanced.
I am glad the Minister has accepted the
suggestion,

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: 1 cannoi follow
the Minister when he talks of dairying dis-
triets. There is nathing in the Bill which
says that the represeutatives on the hoard
are to he elected from given districts. Clanse
19 gives power to constitute dairy distriets,
bhut that merely means that dairying can be
carried on in those districts.

The Minister for Agriculture: But their
houndaries would he natural boundaries
within whieli the producers would elect their
representatives.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: Nao, all the regis-
tered dairvinen will vote in a block. There
- is nothing in the Bill to say lhere will be
elections in various districts. Al it does is
to allow the whole of the registered dairy-
men to vote as one section. The Minister’s
idea is not in the Bill, and unless it goes in
at this point, it cannot go in at all. There
is a trade war at present, and men in the
metropolitan area have bheen ruined by pro-
ducers 100 miles away unlawfully sending
their milk over the railwavs at coneession
vates. If that seetion were to get a majority
on the board, it is possible they would de-
clare that no milk should he produced in
the metropolitan area. Jf we are to define
areas, it must be done in this clause. There
might he one avea within the 17-mile radius,
and another without that radivs. T am ad-
vised that the dairvinen within the 17-mile
radies have an average of 40 cows per
dairy, and that those without that radius
have an average of ten cows per dairy. So
on the basis of production those within the
17-mile area will have four times the voting
sirength of those in the metropolitan aren,
and will he dietating to everybody. It is
too great a voting strength to give them.
T shonid like to have it based on the quan-
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tity of milk supplied, but I realise the difii-
culties in the way.

Mr. ANGELG: T will vote for the amend-
ment moved by the member for North
Perth. We could get over the difficulty of
clecting the dairymen’s representatives on
the board hy inserting after “Aet” in para-
graph (h) “one area within the radius of
17 miles of the G.P.0, and another outside
that arvea.” That is all that would be neces-
sary.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTLURE:
When we get to paragraph (b) of Clause 6
[ witll be prepared to move that it should
read like this: *Two members representa-
tive of the dairvmen elected by dairyvmen
licensed under this Aect, one of whom shall
he elected from that portion of the State
which is defined as a distriet under Section
4 of The Dairy Cattle Compensation Act,
1926, hy order in Council published in the
‘Government Gazette’ of the 11th November,
1927 To have it on the basis of the 17-
mile rudins would be entirely unsatisfactory.

Hon. W, 3. JOHNSON: Evidently there
has heen a party meeting on this, and gen-
eral understandings have been arrived at.
The Minister has made some effort to arrive
at the means by which he is to get hiz pro-
ducers’ representatives. Will he tell ns how
he is to get his two consumers’ representa-
tives? The consumers are more interested
in the Bill than are the producers. If 1
were nof convinced that the board would give
the consumers a hetter quality of milk at a
reduced price, I would not he in favour of
the Bill. It is nnfair for the Minister to
aceept a hoard of five members instead of
seven, and tell us how he is going to get
the two producers’ representatives, vet say
nothing about the representatives of the
CONSUINers.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The question of the eonsumers' representa-
tives is quite away from the present dis-
cussion. A}l the consumers’ interests ave the
same, und the appointment of the repre-
sentatives of the consumers should he left
te the Minister. T cannot say definitely
whom I am going to appoint as consumers’
representatives, for T have unot vet siven
consideration to that question.

Awmendment {Fon. W, D. Johnson's} put
and negatived.

Amendment (Mr. J. MacCallum Smith’s)
put and passed.
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My, J. MacCallum SMITH: I move an

amendinen{—

That paragraph (a) of Subelause 2 of Clause
6 be struck out, and the following inserted in
Heu:—“(a) Two members as representatives
of the consnmers, who shall be appointed by
the Governor, but such members not to be en-
gaged or interested in the production or vend-
ing of milk. "’

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: T suggest the
hon. member should strike ont the words
“who shall be appointed by the Minister.”
They are superfluous.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: 1 have no
ohjection to deleting those words.

The CHATERMAXN: If the member for
XNorth Perth will move the amendment with-
out those words, we will proeeed.

Hon. M. F. TROY : T move an amendment
on the amendment—

That after the word ““milk’’ the fellowing
be added:— “or members of any milk pro-

ducers’ organisation or milk vendors’ organ-
isation.”’

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: [ have no
ubjection to the amendment, but I think the
word “interested” eovers the hon. member's
point.

Amendment on the amendment put and
passed; the amendment, as amended, agreed
to.

Alr. J. MacCallum SMITH: I
amendment—

move an

That paragraph (b) of Subelause 2 of Clause
6 be struck out and the following inserted in
liew:—**{h) Two members as rcpresentatives
of the dairymen, one of whom shail be elected
by those dairymen being owners or occupiers
of dairies within the district defined by Order
in Council made under the Dairv Cattle Com-
pensation Act, 1926, and published in the
‘Gazette’ on the 11th day of November,
1927, who are for the time being owners of
dairy cattle registered under that Act, and
onc by those registered dairvmen ontside that
area, but sueh members shall not be engaged
or interested in the vendiny of milk either
whulesale or retajl.”’

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T move an amendment on the amendment—

That the words ‘‘bui such members shall
not he engaged or interested in the vending
of milk cither wholesale or retail”’ be struck
out.
1 heartily approve of the Minister not being
allowed to appoint as a representative of the
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producers anyone who is engaged or inter-
esled in the production or vending of milk,
but so far as the elected representatives are
concerned, [ do not think the producers’
choice should be restricted in any way. If
they desire that a lawyer or any other person
should represent them, they should have the
opportunity of eleeting him. It would be
wrong to restriet their choice.

Mr, MILLINGTON : Those are the words
to whieh T had intended fo direct the Min-
ister’s attention. The metropolitan milk pro-
ducer is a milk vendor. That is his oecupa-
tion. He thoroughly understands the intrica-
cies of milk distribution. Why debar the
men who have built up the industry, not only
as producers, but as distributors, from act-
ing on the hoard? Why lose the advaniage
of their experience? 1 hope the Mimster’s
amendment will be carried.

Amendment on the amendment put and
passed; the amendment, as amended, agreed
to.

Mr. J. MacCalluom SMITH: 1
amendment—

nove an

That paragraph {¢} of Subcelause 2 of Clauze
% be struck out, and the following words be
inserted in liew:—* ¢ (¢) One mewber appointed
by the Governor who shall be chairman, with
a casting vote, bnt such member not to be
engaged or interested in the production or
vending of milk.??

Amendment put and passed,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I move an amendment—

That Subelause 3 of Clause 6 be strieek out.

This is a consequential amendment.
Amendment put and passed.

Clanse 7—Terms ol office of members of
hoard:

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURN:
1 move an amendment—

That after the word “‘eight’’ the words
““and nine’’ be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the clauvse,
ag amended, agreed fo.

Clause 8—First members of the hoard:

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I move an amendment—

That the words ““and milk vendors®’ be
struck out.

Mr. KENNEALLY : How does the Minis-
ter propose that the representative of the
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consumers shall be appointed? Provision is
made for the appsintment of the represem-
tative of the dairvmen. The Minister can
consult the Dairymen’s Association. If that
be necessary surely it is also necessary to
consult organisations of consumers in eon-
nection with the appointment of the con-
sumers’ representative. Provision should be
made for the appointment of the eonsumers’
representative or representatives and the
Minister should eonsult the oraanisations of
consumers. There is an organisation that
represeais 1minly the consumers, namely
the organisation of the workers, Tf such
provision is not made, the hoard will be
failure.

Amendment put and passed,

Hon. W. D, JOIINSON: I had given no-
tice of an amendment to insert consumers
and I thought the AMinister would have
moved in that direction. 1 move an mmend-
ment—

That the words “‘and consumers’
serted in lien of the words struck ount.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
To consult the consumers would not be prac-
ticable. The duty of selecting the represen-
tative of the consumers may safely he left
to the Minister. There can he no confliet
in the interests of the consmmers. Fverv
householder in the wetropolitan avea eon-
simes some milk, and the inferests of all
houscholders are identiecal.  There are so
many associations of consnmers thaf it wonld
be difficult to find them all or to give eifeet
to the wishes of them all. The amendment
shonld not he pressed.

Mr. KENNEALLY: It is ax logical to
provide for the appointment of representa-
tives of the consumers as of the producers.

The Minister for Agriculture: There are
only two organisations of dairymen, one in
the metropolitan area and one in the South-
West.

Mr. KENNEALLY : Tt would be only fair
to consult the organisations reprezenting the
consumers,  \Without the amendment, the
Government eould appoint anvhody to re-
prezent the consumers,

Mr. MeLarty: Tt is almost impossible tn
consult all the organisaiions of consumers.

Mr. KENNEALLY : That ohjection eonld
be overcome if the Minister so desired. If
the amendment be not passed, the Minister
will he free to ignore the consumers’ organ-
isations.

he in-

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Wells:
orgamsations !

Hen, W, D. Johnson: The Housewives’
Association in addition to the Labour organ-
isations.

AMr. Panton: Also the National Council of
Women and the Women’s Service Guild.

Mr, WENNBEALLY: Those organisations
could easily be consulted.

The Premier: Basily consulted!

Mr. KENNEALLY : They have been con-
sulted before. Some organisations have been
particnlavly active in the interests of the
consumers.

What are the consumers’

Amendment puf, and a division kaken

with the following result:—

Aves - . - .. 20

Noes .. .. .. ..o23

Majority against .. .. 3
AYES,

AMr. Buarnard AMr. Munsie
Mr, Collier Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Coverley ]‘\}r. ]q’lantonn

" v Mr. Sleema
ﬂ;s-sﬂlggﬂnan Mr. P, C. L. Smith
Mr. Johnson Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Willconk
My, Marshall Mr. Wilson
Mr. McCallum 1:}1' giﬂgers

A ton Mr. Corboy
Mr. Milllng (Telter.)
NoOES,

Mr. Angelo Mr. McLarty
Mr. Brown Sir Jamez Miktchef)
Mr. Church Mr, Parker
Mr. Davy Alr. Palrick
Mr. Doney Mr. Piesse
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Grifiths Mr, J. H. Smith
Mr., Weenan Mr, J. M. Swmith
Mr. Latham Mr. Thorn
Mr. Lindsay Mo, Walln
Mr. H. W, Mann Mr. North
Mr. J. T. Mann (TPeller.y

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clanse 9—TRleetion of members:

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I move an amendmenf—

That in line 6 of Snbclause 1 ““some per-
son'’ be struck out, and the words ‘‘two per-
sons™' he inserted in liew

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The word “representative” in the same line
will have to he altered to “representatives.”

The CHATRMAN: That is a eonsenuen-
finl amendment.
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I move an amendmeni— ‘

That Subclanses 2 and 3 be struck out with
a view to inserting other subelanses.

Amendment pui and passed.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTCRE:
move an amendment—

That the following subelauses be inserted
in Hew:—

(2.} The representatives of tbe consumers
then appointed and that one of the representa-
tives of the dairvmen then cleected, who re-
ceived the greater number of votes in the elee-
tion, shall hold oflice for two years from the
date of their appeintment ar of his clection,
as the case may be. The remaining repre-
gentative of the dairvmen then elected as
aforesatd shall hold ofice For one vear from
the date of lis clection, Lt ghall be eligible
for re-clection.

(8.) Following the first election as provided
for in Subscetion 1 hercof, an clection shall
be held annually fer the cleetion of one
representative of the dairymen on the board.

Me. KENNEALLY : Tf the Minister con.-
siders the amendments we have already
agreed to rvegarding the vepresentation of
dairymen inside and outside the metropoli-
tan area respectively, he will appreciate the
fact that his amendment does not contem-
plate the altered sitwation. Apparently the
subelauses were drafted without taking
into consideration the amendments we have
agreed to this evening.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICCLTURE:
That is so. I ask leave to withdraw my
amendment. The snbelanses are really not
necessary.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Hon. A. McCALLUM: How long will the
representatives of the producers hold office?

The Minister for Agriculiure: For two
vears. That was deeided when we agreed

to the amendment moved by the member

for North Perth.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is provided
for now in Clause 7.

Clause, as previonsly amended, put and
passed.

Clause 10—Z¥lections:

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

I move an amendment—

the
and

That in lines 1 and 2 of Subclause 2,
worids ‘‘every wholesale milk vendor
every retait milk vender™ be struck out.

Amendment put and passed.
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I move an amendmeni—

That the provise to Subelouse 2 be struck
out.

Amendment put and passed: the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 11 and 12—agreed to.
Clanse 13—Proceedings of the board:

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
[ move aun amendment—

That in line 1 of Subelause } *‘foor’’ be
struek out :id ‘“three’” inserted in licu.

Hon. W. D. JUOHXNSON: With small
bodies such as the heard, I do not like to
see the number of the guorum rednced as
suggested.  If we provide that three out of
five shall form a quorum, it means that three
could get together and constitute a meeting
of the hoard. We should require the tive
members to be in attendanee.

The Minister for Agriculture: Three will
he a majority at any time.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That is so; but
it s undesirable to provide for such a
small quorum.

Mr. THORN: I hope the amendment will
be agreed to. We should appreciate the
fact that one member of the board may
be ill for a long time, and unless some
provision is made along the lines of the
amendient, the operations of the board
may be hampered,

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTUGRE:
[ move an amendment—

That in Subclanse 2, all the words after
““mccting '’ in line 4, be struck out,

Provision regarding the voting power of
the chairman has already been dealt with
in the amendment moved hy the memuber
for North Perth.

Amendment put and passed: the clanse,
as amended, agree to, ‘
Clauzes 14 to 16—agree to.
Clanse 17—Officers of the hosrd:

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I niove an amend-
ment—

That the words ‘‘including inspectors’’ in
line 3 be struck out.

T object to the proposed board having the
right to appoint inspectors,

Amendment puf and passed.
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Hon, W, D, JOHNSOXN: The hoard will
still be able to appoint inspecfors, and
that is what we want to avoid. 1 move
an amendment—

That the following words be added to the
elange:—*“Such officers shall not in any way
intorfere or cxercise the functions of health
officera, or inspeetors under the Health Aet.’?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I intend to move an amendment on similar
tines to Clause 27, Perhaps it can be in-
serted here. Tt reads--

I'vovided that nothing in this subparagraph
or in this seetion shall be dcemed in any way
to affect or prejudice the rights, powers and
duties of inspeetors appointed under the
Health Act, 1911-1926.

That will include inspectors appointed by
loeal governing bodies and the amendment
moved by the member for Guildford-Mid-
land will not. T do not want the hoard
to interfere with the activities of the
Health Department or health inspectors.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I bope the Minis-
ter will accept the amendment moved by
the hon. member and he ean also add
the proviso that he has read. The
inspectors that may be appointed by the
proposed board will have no qualifications
from the health point of view. The hoard’s
inspeetors will have a knowledge of veter-
inary work only, and they will Qo all the
inspections. Without easting any reflee-
tion on dairvmen, [ can say we have ex-
perienced great diffientties in trying to get
the dairymen to keep their dairies up to
standard, and it was not until the other
day that we were able to take action if
the dairies were in a dirty state or if
dirty milk was supplied. The board’s in-
spectors may now go around and give in-
structions that may be entirely different
from the instructions given by the health
inspectors, The Ministey will be making a
mistake in the interests of the communiiy
generally if he takes the control of dairies
from the Health Department, and places
it in the hands of this board, which will
appoint its own inspectors without qualifiea-
tion. The board will be able to tell the
Heaith Deparfment to mind their own husi-
ness,

The Minister for Agricnliure: Not if
my proviso goes in.

Hon, 8, W. MUNSIE: That will not im-

prove the posifion,
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The Minister for Agriculture: Clause 2
will be subject to the proviso,

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: The provisa will
be subject to the clause. There will be
continual eonflicts amongst the dairymen
themselves, and the standard both of the
dairies and of the wilk supply wil] be re.
duced.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.)

Amendment put and passed; the Clause.
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 18—Deportmental inspectors:

Hon, 8, W. MUNSIE: The ¢lause is not
clearly expressed. If the Minister con-
sents to hand over an inspector from the
Health Department to the board, the board
will have to pay him while he is working
for them. The clause says he shall be an
employee of the board, and not of the
Health Department.

The Minister for Agrieulture: e would
he an officer of the Agrienltural Depart-
ment,

Hon, 8, W, MUNSIE: Had the Minister
consulted the Health Department before
hringing down the Bill, he would not have
heen faced with the present trouble. The
Agricultural Tlepartment want to control
all the inspectors of the Health Depari-
ment, and have frequently argued that the
meai inspectors should be  attached to
their department,

Hon. P. Collier: What inspeetors have
the Agricultural Department?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: They have two
veterinary inspectors, who have only a
smattering of veterinary science.

The Minister for Agriculture: They are
inspeeting for T.B. under the Dairy Cattle

Compensation Act in the metropolitan area.

Hon. S, W. MUNSIE: Trom the agri-
cultural point of view only. Could not
the four health inspectors do the work re-
quired ?

The Minister for Agriculture: The clause
only provides that the officers of the De-
partment of Agrieultnre may he loaned -t
the hoard if desived.

Hon., W. I, FOHNSOXN: I
amendment—

mnve an

That in Subclause 1 the words “‘all snch
inspectors when performing any duties under
this Act shall e deemed to be performing
such duties for the board’’ be struck out.
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULIURE:
The<e are stock inspeetors of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. If their serviees are
to be utilised hy the hoard, they should be
regarded as oflicers of that hody, and paid
by the hoard.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If any
action is taken by the inspectors, it will have
to he taken on behalf of the Agrieultural
Department, unless it can be made certain
that they ave cmployees of the board. They
should be defined as discharging these duties
en behalf of the board.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX: The retention
of the words will not give the inspecters
any more power. [f the Minister thinks
the hoard should pay the salarvies of the
inspectors the words will not help to bring
that ahout.

Mr. RENNEALLY: 1f the first portion
of the subelause is left in, I think the second
part is also necessary. We have deprived
the board of the right to appoint its own
inspectors, and we should therefore retain
the whole of the subelause. We shall not he
encroaching on the powers of the Minister
for Health.

Hon. W. 1. JOHNSON: LIf the reason-
ing of the member for Fast Perth is sound,
we are vetoing what we have decided in
the preeeding eclause, where we say the
hoard shall have no eontrol over the inspee-
tors. Just as it is undesirahle for the hoard
to direet health inspectors, so it is wrong
for them to direct inspeetors of the Agri-
eultnral Department.  Unless we agree to
the amendment, those inspectors will he
under the hoard who, instead of the Minis-
ter, will direet their operafions,

The Minister for Lands: But these are
inspectors of cattle, not dairy inspectors.

Hon, W. D. JOANSON: If the Minister
wants specially qualified olficers to perform
any duty under the Act, all he has to do 1s
lo gazette them az inspectors under the Min-
ister. The board must not have anvthingz
ta do with the inspection of cattle or of
dairies.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauzse 19—agreed to.

Clause 20—Dairvmen and milk vendors
to he licensed: .
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Hon. A. McCALLUM: [ should like to
know whether the powers under this clause
will invelve also the improvement of pre-
1 have seen milk in all sorts of

mises,

shops, butchers' shops, greengrocers’ shoeps,
pastrycooks’ shops and secondhand jron-
mongers” shops.  Will there be required

proof of ¢leanliness of the premises in which
milk is sotd?

The Minister for Lands: That is provided
for in the Health Aet.

Hon., A. MeCALLUM: Is it suggested
that this elause will give the honrd power {o
refuse a license te anvone whose premises
are not suitable for the retailing of milk?
Will the beard have that power?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, under this the board will have power
o license premises in which wilk is sold.

Hon. A, McCallum: Will the premises
have to he suitahle?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Tt will e one of the functions of the hoard
to see that the premises are suitable before
issuing the license.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 21, 22—agreed to.
Clause 23—Licenses:

Hon, A, MecCALLUM: I move an amend-
wenl—

That the following subclause be added:—
(6) Any person to whom the board las re-
fused to issue a license under this section may
appeal, as preseribed, ngainst the board’s de-
~igion to a resident or police magistrate or the
magistrate of a loeal court sitting within the
metropolitan area, and the magistrate may
order the license to be issucd or may confirm
the decision of the hoard, as shall be just, and
cffeet shall he given to his decision.

At present there is no appeal from the
hoard.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 24—Revocation of licenses:

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: T move an amend-
raent—

That the following proviso to Subelause 1
be added:—

Provided that such person may appeal, as
preseribed, against the board’s decision to a
resident or police magistrate or the magistrate
of a local court sitting within the metrapoli-
tan area, and ihe magistrate may reverse or
confirm the revoeation as shall he just.

Amendment put and passed.
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Hon. A, McCALLUM: I move z further
amendment—

That the following subelause Le added:—

{3) Any person: whose license has been re-
voked may apply to the hoard for an order
directing any other person who has benefited
by the revoeation to pay to the first-mentioned
person such compensation ns shall be assessed
by the board, snd such order shall be enforce-
able by aection in any court of competent
jurisdietion; provided that any persen feeling
aggrieved by any decision of the board in
wmaking or refusing such an order, or in assess-
ing the compensation, may appeal therefrom,
as prescribed, to a resident or police magis-
trate or u magistrate of u local court sitting
within the metropolitan arca, who may confirm,
reverse, or vary the decigion, ng shall be just.

The board has power to delicense a dairy-
man, to confiscate his business and not give
him any cowpensation. There never has
heen created in this country such a power
for any board. There are dairymen who
have tens of thousands of pounds invested
in their businesses and, by a stroke of the
pen, the board can wipe them out without
any compensation at all. My amendment will
provide for such men being compensated,
and the compensation will be paid by those
who benefit as a result of the eutting up
of such husinesses. The board can easily
arrive at an adequate and just basis for
eompensation, according to the guantity of
wilk taken over by other dairymen, The
principle I have adopted is much the same
as that availed of in connection with the
bguor laws. The amendment also inclndes
provision for appeals against compensation
decisions. [arlinment has never yet legis-
lated so that a man’s business may he con-
fiscated by law, and yet the Bill eontains
such a proposal without any suggestion of
compensation. [ hope the Committee will
wobt do so on this ocension, hut will aceept
iy amendment.

My, THORN: 1 do not think that a man
who goes out of the dairving industry should
veceive cowpensation. He will have an op-
portunity to bring his dairy up to the stand-
ard required by the regulations. We should
not compensate such a man because he re-
fuses to bring hig daivy up to the required
ktandard,

Tlon. A. McCallum: That is not the only
reason why the datryman can be delicensed.

Mr, THORN: This 1s entirely different
from the position cited by the member for
South Fremnntle with regard to liquor
hicenses. 1 take it that dairymen will be
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delicensed only if they refuse to conduct
their dairies under clean eonditions in com-
plinnce with the regulations.

Hon. J. (. Willcock: But there are too
many dairymen and milk vendors now, and
their number will have to be reduced if the
rosts of distribution are to come down.

Mr, THORN: I am not looking at it from
that point of view.

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: The board will have
to do so.

e MINISTER FOR AGRICULITURE:
[ hope the amendwent will not he agreed
to. Tt is inconceivable thai a board such
as that which we arve setting np, will do an
to. It is ineonceivable that a board such
injustice to any daivyman, Dairymen will
be delicensed if they neglect to com-
ply with the standards that the board
will set up.  The member for South Fre.
mantle snid that Pavliament had never passed
ap Act cmbudying such powers as appear
in the Bill. To-day the Health Department
can refuse to license any dairyman they de-
sire, and can caneel such a license at any
woment.  Surely a hoovrd representative of
all parties concerned will be unlikely to de-
license a milk vendor ov dairyvman who is
rendering a useful serviee to the conmunity,
Those who will he delicensed will he men
who confinne to operate unsuitable and un-
clean premises or supply milk that is dele-
terious to health. Who will pay the com-
pensation contemplated in the amendinent?
There is no dairvinan or milk vendor in bus-
iness to-day who ecould possibly pay any
compensation at all. The hon. member’s pro-
posal is impracticable.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: Is it not quite
possible, aml eertainly  probable, that the
hoard will eut the metropolitan arvea up into
bloeks for the delivery of milk? Power to
do so iz distinetly set ont in the Bill.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: And it should he
done.

The AMinister for Agriculture: That will
be in the interest= of the community gener-
ally.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM:  But that is no
reason why individuals should suffer. A
dairyman may comply with all the reruire-
ments of the hoard. If the objertive of re-
duced costs to the consumer is to be gained,
fquite a large numher of milk vendors and
dairymen will have to go out of business.
At prezent milk carts are passing cach other
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in the streets covering the same ground and
cansing added costs. In fact, that is one of
the largest items in the excessive cost of dis-
tribution to-day. Many of them will have
to go out of business, but what right have
we to say that they shall be pushed out with-
out compensation? That is confiscation pure
and simple. We cannot elaim to do justice
to those people if we do not provide for
compensation.

A, MILLINGTOX:  The Minister suz-
wests that il a dairyman or milk vendor were
dispossessed of his business interests for the
benelit of the community, he should have no
redress. 1t is not a matter altogether of
such a man being licensed heeause he has
condueted insunitary premises or infringed
the regulations of the board in ather direc-
tions. The distribntion of milk has to be
completely reorganised and I am under the
impression that the machinery provided is

inadequate. The job is so hig that it will
require  very definite regulations. If
the proposed reorganisation takes place

and licenses are cancelled, definite provision
should be made for the assessment of the
value of the_ cancelled licenses. It must be
remembered that the milk vendor will not
be represented on the board, Whatever may
be said about the producer and the eon-
umer, the milk vendor has vested interests
which he has built up and which will have
to be considered. Another point: we do
not know what the regulations will be. It
will not be a question of the infringement
of the Health Aet, but of the regulations to
be made under the Bill, when passed. 1In
" my opinion, the amendment does not go far
enough. The Minister, when drafting the
Bill, did not appear to bave appreciated
the position of the milk distribntors in the
metropolitan area. The proposed board will
have power to confiscate the big vested in-
tevests of the distributors. Therefore, the
amendment is absolutely necessary, but some
provision should be drafted setting out how
the value of those vested interests is to be
asseszed,  Unee a distributor is displaced
and delicensed he should be compensated.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result—

Ayes .. .. .. .19
Noes .- . .. .o 20
Majority against .. oo 1
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AYESB,
Mr. Collier . Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Coverter , Mr. Panton
Mr. Hegney Mr. Sleeman
Miss Holman sy, P.UL L. Smith
Mr. Jobnson Mr. Troy
Mr, Kenneally sir. Wansbrough
Mr, Marshall Mr. Wiliceek
Mr. MeCallum Mr. Wilson
Mr. Millington 1 Mr. Corboy
Mr. Munsle 1 (Taller.)
Noes.
Mr. Baroard Mr. McLarty
Mr. Brown Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Church AMr. Patrick
Mr. Davy Mr. Piesse
Mr. Dobpey My. Richardcan
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Sampson
Mr. Keenan Mr. Senddan
Mr, Latham Mro J, Ho Emith
Mr, Lindeny, l Me. Thorn
Mr. J. 1. Manno Mr. XNaorth
! i Peller.)
Pains.
Aved. Nais,
Mr. Raphael ‘ Mr., Wells
Mr. Lamond Mr, Parker
Mr. Cunnipgham I ik J AL Smith

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr, MILLINGTON : Now that the amend-
ment of the member for South Fremantle
has heen negatived, 1 point out that the
clause gives most drastic and dangerous
power to the board. The Minjster should
report progress and make provision to deal
adequately with the claims for compensa-
tion that may arise. The board may exer-
cise the power gonferved upon them to re-
construct the seheme of milk distribution in
the metropolitan area, say, on the zone sys-
tem.  That was recommended by the Royal
Commission some vears ago, but they also
recommended a compensation fund, Surely
members on the Government side do not
stand for the confiscation of vested inter-
ests.  Whenever a similar proposal has been
made in the past, there has always been
provision to compensaie those whose inter-
ests would suffer. I have supported the Bill
so far, but I will not support it further
unless such provision is made. Hundreds
of thousands of poumnds are involved. I
suggest that the industry and not the Crov-
ernment shounld compensate sufferers. The
Bill contains principles that are not ordin-
arily supported by the Government, and it
should not be left for us to ehampion the
rights of vested infevests. I thought mem-
bers on the Government side were the cham-
pions of vested interests.

The Premier: See how easy it is to be
mistaken,

Mr. MILEINGTON: This is a serious
nuafter that cannot he ignoved by the Gov-
cinment.  If the hoard do not take the ae-
tion I fear, there will be no need to utilise
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the power, but machinery shonld be pro-
vided in the event of the hoard exercising
the power in ovder to assess the amount of
compensation payable. T anticipate that the
board will reconstruet the whole scheme of
milk distribution in the metropolitan aren,
and the question of compensation will cer-
tainly arise. The vendors are no longer
given representation on the hoard, and we
should ensure that their interests are not
lightly jeopardised.

Mr, SAMPSON: I support the view ex-
pressed by the member for Leederville. It
wonld be unfair if a man’s business were
wiped out through some technical error.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: There might he no
technical error. A business might simply be
wiped out.

Mr. SAMPSON: Consideration should he
given to the question of compensation. T
suggest that the further eonsideration of the
clause he postponed.

The CHAIRMAN: The clause has heen
amended, and therefore further consideration
cannot be postponed.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T am agreeable to reecommit the clause for
further ennsideration.

Clause, as previonsly amended, puf and
passed. :

Clauses 25, 2(—agreed to.

Cliuse 27—Powers and funetions of the
hoard:

Hon. S. W. MIUNSTE: 1 have no ohjec-
tion to conferring the powers and funetions
mentioned in paragraph (1). Paragraph
(2} provides for inspections by men withount
qualifications for the work they will be ealled
upon to perform. The Bill is designed to
take away from the Health Department all
those duties thai are now discharged by it
in eonnection with dairies. The board should
not be given powers of inspection.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: [

amendment—

move an

That in Subelause 1 a paragraph be inserted
to stand as parvagraph {(g) as follows:— ‘The
prohibition of the use for human consumption
in any form of milk which appears to he dele-
terious to heslth or unwholesome.’?

It is not clearly cnough defined that only
wholesome milk shall be distribuied to the
public. To-day every kind of milk is dis-
tributed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier: It is all inspected by the
Health Department.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: But under the
amended Health A¢t there is no power to
prevent the sale of dirty milk.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: | have taken
these words from the New South Wales Act.

The Minister for Agriculture: The whole
thing 1s already covered by the Health Act.

Hon, W, D, JOHXSON: That is not so.
Apparently members representing the metro-
politan area ave verv ¢allous about the elaims
of the consumers, and 1 think this board
ourht to function on hehali of the women
and children.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I think the amend-
went ought to be carried, but who will deter-
mine whether or not the wilk is unwhole-
some?

The Minister for Lands: We are going to
alter that.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: The matter is to
be left in the hands of veterinavy surgeons.
The hoard cannot appoint anyone who is
competent to deterinine whether milk is
deleterious for human econsumption or not.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: Since the Min-
ister did agree to eut out the right of the
board to appoint inspectors, I move an
amendment—

That Subclause 2 he struck out.

The board will have no inspectors, so they
do not require this subclause.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I' hope the Committee will not agree to the
amendwment.  The board still have their
officers, and they can inspect dairies and
milk stores. Ti is neeessary that they should
do so.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. P, COLLIER: On the second read-
ing I referred to the great powers it is pro-
posed to confer on the board. This is the
clause giving all those powers. Subelanse 7
gives the board power to fix the minimum
priee per gallon to dairvmen for milk sup-
plied, but there is no power for the hoard
to fix the maximum price to he charged to
the consumer.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: T have an amend-
ment eovering that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If it is good in one
way, surely it is good in the other. Then
it is provided that in fixing the price per
gallon to dairvvmen for wmilk other than sur-
plus milk, the price shall be fixed in aecord-
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ance with butter fat content and value, and
hacterial test. Then we get this extraordin-
ary provision, that regard shall be had to
added valne for services involving produc-
tton of whole milk and, if necessary, a pre-
mium during periods of scarcity. That is a
blank chetjue to the board in fixing the mini-
mum price to be paid to dairymen for milk
supplied.

The Minister for Agriculture:
in numerous other countries,

Hon. P. COLLIER: That does not jne-
tify it.

The Premier: That is meant to cover the
various seasons,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Still it is giving the
hoard tremendous power to fix an exorbitant
price.  There should be some limitation.
Under this, even in flush periods the hoard
would have power to fix am unduly high
price hecanse of the added value for ser-
viees involving production of whole milk,
There may be on otrasions good ground for
the hoard inereasing the price hecanse of
considerations other than butter fat content,
but this is giving the hoard tremendons
powers. [ would not do anvthing that
would tend to prevent the milk producer
from getting a fair price, but we require to
be careful in setting up & price-fixing board
with such powers. [ am astonished at a Bill
with such powers for the board coming from
the Government. A few vears ago, when
we endenvoured fo pass Bills dealing with
price-fixing and profiteering, we were ridi-
culed and told that such a thing could not
be effective at all, because it was interfering
with the free flow of trade and business.
The Premier hunself strongly protested,
and T have still ringing in my ears the de-
nunciation of the Attorney General of such
legislation. And, if T may digress, even to-
day with wheat at 2s. 44, a bushel, the price
of biread is the same as when wheat was at
5s. per hushel. When we tried to protect
the consumers generally, we were strongly
oppnsed by members now on the Govern-
ment side. OFf course our Bills were de-
signed to protect the consumer, whereas this
Bill is intended only to protect the pro-
ducer.

The Minisier for
sumer az well,

Hon. P. COTLLIER : No, there is nothing
in the Bill to protect the consumer. Tt is
further evidence of the one-sided character
of the Bill. that it protects the produeer, but
does not protect the consumer.

1t is done

lands: And the con-
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The Premier: The board eannot fix any
price they like.

The Minister for Lands: The consnmer
has two representatives on the hoard.

The Minister for Agriculture: There is a
veto in the Minister.

Hon, . COLLIER: In any case, 1o mat-
ter how desivous the board may be io fix the
maximum price for the consumer, the Bill
does not permit them to do it. The hoarl
will not have power to fix the maximum
price to the consumer, although they witl be
able to fix the minimum price to the pro-
ducer.

The Premier: 1f we limit competition, we
shull have to fix prices.

Llon, P, COLLIER: Gt course. 1 never
anticipated that in the short space of twou
or three years there would be such a eom-
plete  right-aboul-turn on the part of the
Government members with respeet to this
type of legislation. Now that the Govern-
ment have turned the corner, £ hope that
consumers of fvodstuffs besides milk, will be
protected against the exploiting proclivities
of middlemen and other tradespeople. Tt
should not stop at this Bill. I venture to
assert that if attempts were made with other
Bills to protect the general body of people
regarding other food prices, those who are
supporting the Bill would be fouud opposing
the measures I have in mind. 1 can point
to division lists in this House where mem-
bers opposite have recorded votes in appo-
sition to such legislation, 1 trust we shall
be able to go mueh further in the vears that
lie immediately ahead.

The Premier: 1 hope those Bills will not
be so hotly opposed as this one las been.

Hon. J. C, Willeock: This one has not
been opposed: it has been improved.

Hou, P, COLLIER: Wonderfully 1im-
proved. The Minister has aceepted many of
cur amewdments, and if he accepts a few
more, we will make quite a good Bill of it.
I am not satisfied with the paragraph that
provides the board with power to do ali
things necessary, including that of fixing
the value for services. The board might fix -
an exorbitant price.

The Minister for Lands: The hoard would
defeat their own ohjective if they did that,
hecause ne Government would allow them to
continue.
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Hon. P, COLLIER: It the board were to
fix high prices for the producers, I do not
think the present Government would inter-
fere with them,

The Minister for Lands: In that cvent,
the people would us¢ more tinned or con-
densed milk. We must endeavour to induce
them to use more pure whele-milk, instead
of tinned milk,

Hon, I’ COLLIER: If too high a price is
charged for milk, the people will use re-
duced quantities, and fthat may influence the
board in fixing prices.

The Premier: The board is not in the
hands of producers only.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, that is one of
the improvements we have made.

Hon. W. . JOHNSON: I
amendment—

maove  an

That a new subeluase, to stand as Subeluase
8, be inserted as follows:—'‘Pix the maxi-
mum price or prices at which milk may be sold
by retail.’?

Evidently this represents an omission. 1 o
not think any Government would desire
the hoard to fix a price with a total dis-
regard to the interests of the consumers. Tt
would he wrong to permit one section the
right to exploit another.

Hon, M, F. TROY: How will the amend-
ment affect the power of the hoard to fix
prices? Certainly it will enable them to
deal with the retail priece, but the hoard will
still have power to fix prices arbitrarily.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: You cannot elimin-
ate that, because the hoard have the power
now, no matter what von may do.

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: This is only the
methed by which the board will fix prices,

Hon. M. F. TROY: In the past Royal
Commissions have said that commodities
could not he produced under a certain price;
wheat could not he produced under so much
a hushel, wool under so much a pound. Then
the clause provides the lboard shall have
power to fix a premium during a period of
searcity. There may he a period of seareify
without any inereased cost of production.
If the producers control the hoard, we can
understand them making a period of sear-
¢ity. I understand the Bill was introduced
hecause there was an excess of milk. This
is a vital elause. I can understand the price
of milk being fixed on the butter-fat con-
tent and bacterial test; but not on value of
services rendered, with a premium in case

[ASSEMBLY )

ol scarveity.
much power.

Hon. W. D. JOONSOXN: 1 raise no oh-
Jection to the granting of power to the
board, so long as a representative body has
the power. [ favour the provision. The
hoard should be given full power to go into
the pros and cons of the production and
distribution ol wmilk, but while the inferests
of the producer ave protected the interests
of the consumer shonld not be lost sight of.
Give the board full power and expect them
to function to the maximum extent. 1f you
limit the pawer of the board, and then crifi-
cise their actions, they will simply reply that
they have not been given power to carry
out what is mneecessary in the intevests of
public health.

Hon. M. F. TROY: In reply fo the mem-
ber for Guitdford-Midiand, I would point
ont that the hoard ean fix a price on the
least eflicient service. 1 am not prepared
to give the hoard sueh sweeping powers. I
think the elause might he recommitted, and
in the meantime the Minister might find a
way out, after consultation with his officers.
At present we are handing over the con-
sumer bhody and soul, bound bhand-and foot,
to the hoard.

Mr, KENNEALLY: The elanse cnables
one readily to realise why the Minister was
nut prepared to accept the proposal that he
should consult the conswners’ organisations
betore appointing the consumers’ represen-
tative.  Provision is made for fixing the
minimum price per gallon to dairymen lor
milk supplied. VProvision is also made for
fixing waximum rates for the transport of
milk from the dairy to the milk vendors.
The dairyman is therefore protected in those
vespects.  If it is reasonable to fix a mini-
noun price to be paid to the dairyman and
tv protect him in vegard to the transport of
milk, why should not provision be made that
the consumer shall not be eharged over apd
above a certain price for milk! The Minis-
ter has said that Clause 4 of the Bil] gives
power to the Minister to fix the maximum
price. That is not so. Clause 4 savs that
subject to the Dlinister, the Bill, when
passed, shall be administered by the buoard.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Evervthing
to he done must be approved by the Minis-
ter.

Me. RENNEALLY: The Minister knows
better than that. Surely the Minister does

That is giving the board too
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not «<lnim to have authority to fix a maxi-

mnm price unless provision to that eifect
is made in the Bill!

T2 olelock midnight,

The Alinister lor Lands: 1t has been
moved.

Mr. KENNEALLY: And it has been
opposed.

The Minister For Lands: 1t has not been
opprozed.

The Minister for Agricalture: You have
not given us a chanece to say we accept it.

Mr. KENNEALLY : Then there is no need
to discuss the matter further. Lf the measure
is to be effuctive, a maximum price to the
consumer must be fixed.

Amendment put and passed; the clanse,
as amended, agreed to.

Clanses 28 to J—agreed to.
Clanse 31--Advanees by Preasnrer:

Hon, M. F.TROY : Will the Minister ex-
plain the meaning ol ihe elanse? Wil the
Governmment make advances to finance the
board ¢

The MINISTER IFOR AGRICULTURE:
The Treasurer will probably have to make
advances to enable the hoard to get under
way, The first board will have to he ap-
pointed and certain preliminary wark will
he necessary. Whatever advanees are made
by the Treasurer must be repaid with in-
terest.  An almost identical elause was in-
serted in the Bill dealing with primary pro-
duets introduced by - the member for JMt.
Magnet, when Minister for Agriculiure.

Clause pnt and passed,

Clauses 32 to Jdli—agreed to.

New elanse—Dairy Cattle Compensation
Act, 1926, to apply in certain cases:

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURI:
I move—

That the roilowing be inserted to stand as
Clanuse  37:—*Every dairyman holding a
dairyman’s leense vnder this Act may, whilst
he continues o hold such license, register the
dairy cattle kept by him in or in conneetion
with his dairy for the purpose of lis business
earried on pursuant to such license, under and
in aceordance with the provisions of the Dairy
Cattle Compensation Act, 1926, as if that Aet
applied to such dairy eattle and, notwith-
standing anything to the contrary contained in
that Aet, *he provisions of the said Act shall
apply to sueh registered dairy eattle.’?
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Hon. M. I¥. Troy: Will that bring them
all under the Dairy Cattle Compensation
Act!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
bivery owner of cattle registered under this
teasure may, if he .so desires, bring his
cattle under the Dairy Cattle Compensation
Aet, notwithstanding the fact that they are
not within the detined aven of 17 miles from
the Perth Town Hail,

New clause put and passed.

New cliuse:

Hon. M. F. TROY: T move—

That the tollowing be inserted te stand as

Cluuse 27:— “Notwithstunding anything lere-
inbetore contained, the board in the exercise
of ity powers shall be subject to the control of
the JMinister, and i€ any action or proceeding,
or intended action or proeceding by the board
is not approved by the Minister, he may, hy
potice in writing addressed te and served on
the chairman, prohibit such action or proceed-
ing, cither absolutely or subject o such con-
ditien ag he may think fit, ind effect shall be
given by the buird to such notice.’’
A similay provision is made in the Dairy
Industry Aect and in the Dried Fruits Aect.
The Bill gives great powers to the board,
and if the board fixed an excessive priee,
the Minister should have power 1o intervene,
L do not think the Minister has the requisite
power under Clause 4. Such power as
this would only be used as & last resort. I
hope the new eclanse will be agreed to.

New elause pui and passed,
Title—agreed to.
Bill veported with amendments,

BILL—NARROGIN HOSPITAL.

Returned the Couneil without
wmendent.

from

BILL—FARMERS' DEBTS ADJUST-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER TOR LANDS (Hon C.
(. Latham—Yerk) [1215] in moving the
second rveading said: This is un ordimary
vontinuance Bill. It is to continue the Act
for another vear, so that it will expire on
the 31st Mareh, 193, (enerally speaking,
this legislation has given satisfaction
throughout the State. Some members of
ihe community have complained about it,
tut curiously enough these complaints have
uenerally been made by other than those
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who are operating under the Act. There
have been 880 applications made for stay
orders since the introduction of this legisla-
tion. Of these 358 farmers have had meet-
ings, and arrangements have been made to
carry the debtors on.under the Act. Of
meetings held, and/or successful efforts
made to earry the debtors on although the
stay order has lapsed, there have bheen 66.
Stay orders Iapsed and no satisfactory ar-
rangements made number 158: stay orders
withdrawn owing to the cases being unsatis-
factory number 32; stay orders withdrawn
hut satisfactory arrangements made number
56; meetings arranged but not yet held num-
ber six, and meetings adjourned to arrange
supplies number 4. Two hundred and six
applications under Section 13B of the Act
have heen granted to vegister bills of sale
to cover advances to enable farmers to earry
on. The advances under Section 13B amount
to £50,602. I will tell hon, members the area
seeded for the 1932-33 seagon. Under
the Act proper the particulars arve—
wheat, 236,274 acres; oats 13,255 acres; other
377 acres; total 249,906 acres; under Seetion
B 56,300 acres; area to be fallowed under
the Act proper 179,271 acres. The moneys to
be advanced hy Associated Banks amount to
£28,059; moneys including horse loans to be
advanced by the Agricultural Bank, £1,735;
proeeeds released by ereditors, ineluding Ax-
sociated and Agrieultural Banks for earry-
ing on for this season £105930; and the
valne of current supplies in kind, £129,724,
I feel sure that members have been satisfied
that the legislation has achieved more than
was expected of it some 18 months ago. Tt
is with confidence T ask the House to agrec
to the extension of the Act for another year.
I move—

That the Bill be now read a sccond time,

HON. M. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet)
[212.18]: I agree that the Aet should he
re-enaeted, for it does serve some purpose
in the present difficult times, It gives no
real power to enforce seftlements between
creditors and debtors, but it does provide the
means whereby they can come together.
Statements concerning this legislation have
heen somewhat exaggerated and farmers
have heen misled regarding its powers. The
idea is that the creditor is compelled to meet
the debtor and earry him on, whereas such
is not the case. Creditors have carried on
a great many debtors, but they have gener-
ally done so because there has heen no op-

[ASSEMBLY.]

Without this Act the
same thing would have been done. If an
ordinary board had been sitting without
Legislative authority, the eveditors would
have had to meet the farmers, and if they
were to get their money back in time they
would have to carry the farmers on, All
that ean be said for the Aet is that it has
provided the means whereby the parties
interested have come together. I should like
to know what has happened to the farmers
who did not make arrangements with their
creditors. L see that in 158 cases the stay
orders lapsed, and no satisfactory arrange-
ments were mmade. What happens to those
settlers? Do they ¢arry on?

The Minister for Lands; Some of them
carried on, while others abandened their pro-
perties.

Heon. AL F. TROY : How eould they carry
on without endorsement? Certainly quite a
nunmmber of them are not being carried on.
There have heen 3805 applications, ont of
which arrangements were made to carry
on 509, Fifty-eight meetings were held, sat-
isfactory arrangements made, and the stay
order allowed to lapse. In 151 cases, meet-
ings were held, but no satisfactory arrange-
ments could be made. Of course, there is no
compnlsion on the creditors to earry on
these debtors, In my opinien, the creditors
have been fairly reasonable, for they have
released £105,930 out of a total of £265,448.
And of that totai £129,724 represented sup-
plies in kind, such as super. So the pro-
ceeds released by the creditors totalled
£234,000. T have no objeetion to the Bill
for it is merely for a-continuance of the
Act. There is no compulsion about it, and
if a creditor refuses to carry on a debtor,
thot is the end of the measure. Actualiy the
ereditors have no option to carrving on the
debtors, partiéularly those who have a chanee
of paying-up in the end, for the only hope
of the ereditor is to keep the farmer on the
latd if he has a chance of making good. I
trust that in a few years’ time there will
he no necessity for a measure of this kind.

Mr. DONEY: T move—

That the debate be adjourned,

tion but to do so.

Motion put, and a division taken with

the following vesnlt:—
Aves
Noes

| =1 &5

AMajority for
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AYES.

Mr. Barnard Sir James Mitchell

Mr. Brown Mr. Patrick

Mr. Church Mr. Piesse

Mr. Davy Mr. Richardsen

Mr. Doney Mr. Sampson

Mr. Ferguson Mr, Scaddan

Mr. Latham Mr. J, H. Smith

Mr. Lindsay Mr. Thorn

Me. J. 1. Manp Mr. North

Mr. McLarty (Teller.)
Nogs.

Afr. Collier Mr. Nulgen

Mr. Corboy Mr. Paalon

Mr. Coverley Mr. Sleeman

Mr, Cupningham Mr. F, C L. Smith

Miss Helman Mr. Troy

Vir. Johnson Mr. Wansbrough

Ar. Kenneally Mr, Willcock

Mr, Marshall Mr. Withers

Mr, Munsio Mr. Wilson

(Telter.)

PALRS.

Mr. J. M. Smith Mr. Raphael

Mr. Angeln Mr. Lameond

Motion thus passed.

BILL—MINING ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 1).

(‘ouncil’s Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chair; ihe Min-
ister for Mines in charge of the Bill,

Couneil’s amendment: Clanse 6—Add to
Subsection (1) of proposed new Section
145 a proviso, as follows:—

Provided also that the charge, under such
scale, for treatment of ore (mot being free
milling ore) assaying not more than ten
pennyweights of gold to the ton shall be fifteen
shillings per ton of ore treated, and such
charge shall he increased by such amount (not
exceeding sixpence) for each additional! penny-
weight of gold per ton of ore as may be
agreed on by the parties, or in default of
agreement as may be determined by the State
Mining Engineer, np to the maximum afore-
gaid.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: While
Clause G fixed a maximum, it did not fix
a sliding scale.  The Legislative Couneil
desires that we should fix what should be
the sliding seale for the treatment of ores
that are not free milling. T move—

That the amendment he agreed to.
Question put and passed: the Council’s
amendmeni agreed to,

Resolution reported, the report adopled,
aml a nessace accordingly transmitted to
the Conneil.
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BILL-WESTERN AUSTRALIAN AGED
SAILORS AND SOLDIERS' RELIETY
FUND,

Council’s Amendment.

Amendment made by the Couneil now
considered :

In Committee.

My, WRichardson in the
I'arker in charge of the Bill

Chair; Mr.

Clanse 3, Subelause (3), paragraph (c).
~—~Add the words ‘‘or bequests.”’

AMr. PARKER: The Bill made provision
for certain funds and it overlooked the
faet that someone might make a bequest.
The amendment merely overcomes that
omission. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Councils
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly transmitted to
the Counecil,

DISCHARGE OF ORDERS,

On motion by the Premier, the following
Orders of the Day were discharged from
the Notice Paper:—

1, Sale of Wheat Bill (To be read a sec-
ond fime.}

2, Electoral Aet Amendment Bill {No. 1)
{Second Reading).

3, Industrial Arbitration Aet Amend-
ment Bill {Second Reading.)

House adjourned at 1235 am. (Thursday).



